
The Worumbo Mill 

The Worumbo Indians
The official baseball team of Lisbon  was founded by 
Oliver Moses III, the owner of the Worumbo Mill, 

and played from 1935 to 1939.  “This town was crazy 
for baseball” described one townsperson, “people 

went from work right down there; they didnt even go 
home for supper”   

Worumbo’s fabrics and clothing were world reknowned for 
their quality, materials, and elegant fashionable designs. 

Materials arrived by train in Lisbon from every corner of 
the world, from the hair of Bactrian camels from mongolia, 

to the finest wool from the sheep of Australia and New 
Zealand, to Chinchilla from Suoth America and many 
other exotic furs. . Of particular pride was their almost 
exclusive access to the exotic, high-quality wool of the 

Vicuña, a relative of the llama from the Andes Mountains.  
Known for its warmth and light weight, Worumbo proudly 
advertised that their “blizzard cloth” was used to cloth the 

expedition led by Admiral Richard Byrd  to explore the 
Antarctic.  

Worumbo also manufactured Uniforms for the New York 
Police Department and, during World War II, the mill 
was presented with the Army and Navy “E” Award for 

efficiency in manufacturing large amounts of fabric for the 
Navymen’s blue wool peocoats.

In 1861, Edward Plummer and John Tebbets purchased an estate that bordered the 
Androscoggin River, securing all the mill water power of Lisbon Falls (known then 
as 10-Mile Falls). Three years later they incorporated the Worumbo Manufacturing 
Company. Among the principal investors in the company was Oliver Moses, who 
acted as the first president of the Worumbo Mill, and whose family continued to 
run the plant until 1951. In 1964 the construction of the new mill was begun, and 
alongside it, the Androscoggin Power Company headquarters (brown building, left 
of photo) and the adjacent dam was begun. The mill was exceedingly successful and 
the town of Lisbon was proud of the high quality of Worumbo products. In 1920, 
the white concrete structures that still stand today were built to house the expanding 
business. However, by the 1960s competition within the industry had put major 
strain on the company. A crushing blow came to the community when the mill an-
nounced that it would close in 1964, though it reopened soon after, the mill seemed 
doomed. In 1987, the mill structure caught fire, and althougth firefighters were able 
to save the downtown from destruction, the old mill was lost.

The History of the Mill

Pride of the Textiles

From the Lisbon Enterprise Newspaper, 1930s - 
the caption reads “South-Pole Explorers Clad in 

Worumbo’s wool “Blizzard Cloth”


