
The Pejepscot Indians of Lisbon

Burial Site
Up the Androscoggin about a half a mile is a rocky section of the 
river that almost makes a natural bridge across the river. On the 
other side of this natural bridge in Durham was a burial ground 
for the Pejepscots. Even when many of the Pejepscots left the area 
in the 17th and early 18th centuries and relocated to Canada, 
Pejepscot Indians would make the pilgrimage by birch bark canoe 
to visit this site until as late as around 1796.

Historic Settlement
The current day Sabattus River Boat Launch and Beaver Park is 
the historic location of a village of the Pejepscots. This site was an 
appealing location to the Pejepscots with direct access to the An-
droscoggin River to fish and to travel. This was not a permanent 
settlement for this Anasagunticook group because these Native 
Americans were semi-nomadic and only occupied this area for 
parts of the year. The Pejepscots probably planted corn, squash 
and beans in this area in the spring and let the seedlings grow 
with little maintenance throughout the year. 

Lifestyle

The Native Americans that lived along the Androscoggin have been called the 
Androscoggins, Anasagunticooks or Arosaguntacooks. The Anasagunticooks 
that lived around the Lisbon area consisted of the Pejepscot tribe.  There were 
also the Sabattus Indians not far North on the Sabattus River and Sabattus Pond. 
The Anasagunticook Indians were said to be a “powerful, warlike, relentless 
tribe, characterized as the first to make war and the last to conclude peace” by 
the European settlers that encountered them.

The Pejepscots were hunters, gatherers and fishers that had to use all of their 
knowledge of the geography of the land and the patterns and seasons of plants 
and animals to survive in the Northeast. The Wabankis did have abundant game 
to hunt in the area ranging from caribou and moose to cormorants, pheasants, 
partridges or the water creatures like salmon, alewifes and even porpoises, seals 
and whales out in the Atlantic. 

We know the Wabanakis of the Androscoggin valley were skilled potters from 
the small artifacts that have been found where old settlements once sat. The 
Pejepscots utilized the birch bark canoe to travel along the rivers when they 
were free of ice and traveled by snowshoe and toboggan when the rivers were no 
longer passable by boat.

The local Lisbon artist named Frank Gross painted the original 
painting of the version displayed here, interpreting what a Wabanaki 
settlement may have looked like historically.
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