
Native Fish Species

Fish of the Androscoggin
The Androscoggin River contains many fish species and is a popular fishing destination for anglers of all levels. In the 
upper stretches you are likely to find brook, brown, and rainbow trout, landlocked salmon, perch, largemouth and small-
mouth bass, bluegill, and pickerel. In the lower parts of the river – towards Merrymeeting Bay – you are likely to find 
anadromous fish – fish that spawn in fresh water but live in seawater – such as Atlantic salmon, shad, alewife, sturgeon, 
and striped bass when they ascend the river to spawn. 

Dissolved Oxygen
Fish breathe by passing water over their gills and absorbing dissolved 
oxygen. In polluted rivers, there is often not enough oxygen for fish and 
other aquatic animals to live, and they suffocate. By treating water before it 
enters the river and cutting down on harmful chemicals, towns along the 
Androscoggin have made the river inhabitable for fish once again. 

Health Concerns
Fish caught in the Androscoggin were once too hazardous to eat as a result 
of excessive pollution. Among the toxic discharge being dumped into the 
river was mercury and lead. Despite major leaps and bounds in river cleanli-
ness, it is still suggested that anglers limit the number of fish they eat each 
year from the Androscoggin to no more than a dozen. 

Additionally, the Maine State Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
reminds you that it is against the law to introduce any fish into any Maine 
waterway. Exotic fish can have profoundly negative impacts on the health of 
aquatic habitats. 

Eastern Brook Trout
Salvelinus fontinalis

Brown Trout
Salmo trutta

Rainbow Trout
Oncorhynchus mykiss

Landlocked Salmon
Salmo salar

Largemouth Bass
Micropterus salmoides

Smallmouth Bass
Micropterus dolomieu

Yellow Perch
Perca flavescens

Alewife
Alosa Pseudoharengus
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