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LEWISTON SIGNAGE GROUP: FINAL PROJECT 
 
I. Introduction 
 
A. Background on Lewiston/Auburn and the Androscoggin River 

The Androscoggin River has long been the lifeblood that flows through the heart of the 

Lewiston/Auburn community. Although attitudes toward and relationships with the river have 

shifted over time, the Androscoggin has always had a role of undeniable importance in the lives 

of its surrounding inhabitants. It is the third largest river in Maine, and over its course runs 

through New Hampshire and Maine, and mixes with the Kennebec River as it empties into the 

Atlantic Ocean. As a once-highly pollute industrial river, the Androscoggin serves as a symbol of 

man’s enormous impact on nature, and how changes can be made to counter the destructive 

effects of pollution. 

The Native Americans in the area had the first and perhaps the most intimate interaction 

with the river, as they used it as a form of transportation, a crucial source of food, and a suitable 

place to settle. White colonists arrived around the 1760s and colonization of the area increased 

significantly into the nineteenth century. The introduction of Western culture, materials, ideas, 

and people coincided with a shift in native interaction with the river, as they were forced to adopt 

the ways of the white settlers. Following the initial colonization of the area, the inhabitants of the 

area started to view the river as a force they could utilize in their development. They used the 

river for logging, and soon the Lewiston/Auburn area started growing as a result of the rise of 

agriculture in the area. Next, small, water-powered saw and grist-mills began to dot the shores of 
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the Androscoggin, almost as a preview to the subsequent development that would happen on 

what would soon be known as an industrial, working river (Bethel Historical Society). 

Both Lewiston and Auburn developed into industrial cities by utilizing the power of the 

Androscoggin; they are strategically placed just below the Great Falls, which has been modified 

in order to generate the utmost amount of water power. Both cities were the sites of thriving 

mills, though Auburn was concentrated on the shoe industry and brick making, while Lewiston 

had a larger mill system that was largely geared towards the production of textiles. Lewiston 

became more of a mill community partly as the result of its canal system, which was 

implemented in 1850 and provided water power for the mills. The mills flourished throughout 

the nineteenth century, bringing prosperity to Lewiston and Auburn (Bethel Historical Society). 

In addition to bringing economic prosperity, the mills also brought immigrant populations that 

greatly diversified the communities. Unfortunately industry started to decline in the twentieth 

century, when the markets that the mills once sold to moved elsewhere. 

Throughout the process of industrialization and development in the area, the 

Androscoggin became increasingly polluted. By the 1960s, it was infamously known as one of 

the ten most polluted rivers America; there are endless stories of the horrific smell that wafted 

over Lewiston, forcing inhabitants to leave during hot summer months. The chemical foam that 

bubbled in the Androscoggin caused people to turn their backs on the river, and it wasn’t until 

Senator Edmund Muskie’s Clean Water Act of 1972 that real efforts to clean up the river started 

(Clark). Although the Androscoggin, somewhat ironically still hasn’t met the standards of 

Muskie’s Clean Water Act, it has made great strides since its days of artificial rainbow hues and 

unbearable stenches. 
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As author John Rand writes in his history of Lewiston/Auburn, “The river, which had 

been the start of it all, was by now an outstanding example of harnessed river power. A state 

survey of the Androcoggin in 1909 called it the ‘greatest developed water power per square mile 

anywhere in the country.’ No doubt it was true. As yet, no one questioned whether such total 

commitment to industrial exploitation was really wise or necessary. Growth was the magic key, 

growth of business and growth of community” (Rand 37).  

 

B. Our Project Aims and Deliverables 

Through our project, we hope to highlight the unique history of the twin cities on the 

Androscoggin, with a focus on Lewiston. We want people to turn around and face the water 

again, accepting with it a history that celebrates both the successes and struggles that both the 

city and river have encountered. Thus, we have created interpretive signs that will be placed 

along three different walking tours in the Lewiston/Auburn area. With the help of our 

community partners, Diane and Rachel of Museum LA, we hope to both remind locals and show 

visitors the history of the city-river relationship through a cohesive narrative. 

We started our process by doing preliminary research; our class readings and discussions 

provided us with a solid base of information on the Androscoggin and Lewiston/Auburn, so we 

built our research on that knowledge. Our group decided that it would be most helpful to split up 

our research into four subjects: the mills, the canals, the river itself and native history, and 

immigration and transportation. Although we visited the Androscoggin Historical Society and 

the Muskie Archives as a group, we each focused on our individual subjects when compiling 

research. We met routinely with our community partners and with our teachers, and both groups 

helped to guide our project and provide opinions on the various directions it started to take. From 
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the beginning it seemed clear that Museum LA wanted us to create signage for a walking tour in 

Lewiston/Auburn, but it was up to us to decide the form of this signage, where the walking tours 

would be located, and the content and location of this signage. Thus we had significant flexibility 

to form our own project, but always kept in mind the thoughts of our community partners. In 

addition, we were able to meet with Bob White, a landscape architecture consultant already 

working in Lewiston, in order to get further input on the design of our signs. Mr. White has 

already done a great deal of work on developing signage for the Androscoggin Greenway and 

Lewiston specicfially, so it was very helpful to be able to read his reports as a base for the work 

that has already been done in this area. All three signage groups (the other two groups being 

Livermore Falls and Lisbon) met with Mr. White and we collectively decided on a general 

format that all the signage groups would use, creating the beginnings of a cohesive aesthetic that 

could be used up and down the Androscoggin Greenway. 

We have decided on three walking tours: the Mill/Canal Tour, which will focus on the 

history and construction of the mills and canals in Lewiston; the River Tour, which describes 

native and ecological river history; and finally the Immigration Tour, which highlights the 

experience of a typical French-Canadian immigrant upon their arrival to the city. As a result of 

significant research and surveying of the area, we have each created the content for signs that 

will be placed along these tours. We hope that these signs will be informative, interesting, and 

will provide an accurate portrayal of the area’s history. For the final step of our project, we will 

present our final signs and findings to our community partners and members of the Museum LA 

board at an event at Muskie Archives that will showcase the work of all three signage groups. 
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III. Draft: Content for Interpretive Signage 

B. THE LEWISTON CANALS: HARNESSING THE POWER OF THE ANDROSCOGGIN  

1. Canals and Mills Trailhead Sign (sits at entrance to “Canals and Mills of Lewiston 

Tour,” Overlooking the canals from the Main Street overlook) 

The Canals and Mills Tour of Lewiston focuses on the history of the city during the  

Industrial Revolution. The mills and canals were first built in the 1850s, and a booming period of 

success followed in Lewiston, as the quality textiles produced here became popular around the 

world. This tour will tell the stories of the construction of the mills and canals and the people 

who made them. 
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2. Canal Sign #1: The Culture of the Canals (Overlooking the canals from Main Street) 

Not only does this spot provide the same overlook of the canal system that a passerby would’ve 

seen 100 years ago, but it marks another piece of Lewiston’s history. At this very point, the great 

Houdini jumped into the canal water in a strait jacket and successfully escaped. Both this 

moment and his performance at Old Music Hall were remembered for many years to come. 

This view of the canals would also once have been tree-lined, as the canals were lined by large 

elm trees. Sadly, the trees are now gone because of the spread of Dutch elm disease. The canals, 

which stand at 62 feet wide, 14 feet deep, and ¾ of a mile long, also served as a promenade 

where community members could enjoy a pleasant walk that brought nature and industry 

together. 
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3. Canal Sign #2: Harnessing the Power of the Androscoggin (Overlooking small falls 

between main Bates Mill and Bates Mill #5) 

The American Industrial Revolution reached Lewiston-Auburn in the mid-19th century,  

marking the beginning of the use of the Androscoggin River for the benefit of industry. 

Residents of Lewiston and outside investors realized that they could harness the great power of 

the Androscoggin, which has the steepest drop of any river in Maine over its course. The 

particularly steep 70 foot drop at the Great Falls makes it ideal for creating power. 

The first small canal was built in 1809, with an entire canal system following in the mid-19th 

century. Designers strategically built the canals on higher ground than the river bank, so that they 

could provide power for the many mills as the water flowed downwards. Since there was no 
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electricity at the time, the canals provided a way to bring water power as close as possible to the 

place where they were needed – the mill machinery. Overall, the canals were crucial to the 

development of Lewiston, as they provided much-needed energy, brought many people to the 

area, and even served as a popular promenade for city-dwellers. 

 

2.  Canal Sign #3: Constructing the Canals (Overlooking canals from Canal Street Bridge) 

The canals were largely constructed by Irish immigrants who were recruited from Boston to 

come work in Lewiston. These men provided the unskilled, physically straining labor that was 

needed in order to construct the canals, mills, and other infrastructure. Their job was often 

dangerous, as they used black powder in order to explode sections of rock and earth that needed 

to be removed to build the canal. Aside from this use of explosives, they excavated the canals 
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mostly with shovel and pick, and sometimes employed the help of horses that could help them 

move heavy loads. 

The Lewiston Water Power Company housed them in low-income tenement housing. The great 

influx of immigrants into this housing led to a population boom in Lewiston. Conflicts would 

sometimes spark between locals and immigrants, as each group’s customs were foreign to one 

another. Overall, the immigrants made a significant impact on the development of Lewiston, as 

they created the infrastructure that was crucial to its success as an industrial city. 

 

C. THE MILLS: Research on Lewiston’s Textile Industry  

1. Mill Sign #1: BENJAMIN E. BATES 



13 

 

Benjamin Edward Bates was born in 1808 in Mansfield, Massachusetts to Sarah and Elkanah 

Bates. His father, Elkanah, was a town leader. He was a Yankee farmer, a cotton manufacturer, 

and a tradesman. Benjamin’s father influenced him greatly as he got older. Benjamin studied at 

local schools in his younger years and later studied from 1823 to 1825 at the academy in 

Wrentham. He then moved to Boston in 1829. 

 

After making a name for himself by becoming an entrepreneur in Boston, Bates visited Lewiston 

and Auburn in 1847 with hopes to see the economic potentials of the city. The Andrscoggin 

River’s water power sparked enthusiasm in Bates and thus led him to invest a great deal of 

capital in both cities in order to maybe build infrastructure in the near future. Bates invested 
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wisely because Lewiston-Auburn became a bustling cotton textile manufacturing empire. During 

this successful time period, he became the co-founder of the Lewiston Water Power Company, 

the cities’ first bank, and the Bates Mill. 

Benjamin Bates was the co-founder and the largest investor of the Bates Mill, which opened in 

1854. The Bates Mill produced beautifully made cotten textiles ranging from elegant cloths to 

colorful bedspreads. In addition to his economic legacy, Bates also gave the support and funds 

for the creation of the new educational institution in Lewiston, which was founded in 1855 by 

Oren Cheney. Considering his generosity, the institution was named Bates College in 1864. 

Cheney, in Bates’ eulogy in 1878 said, “...Mr. Bates wanted labor for our laborers, education for 

our children, places of worship for our worshipers, lights for our streets, water for our houses, 

and a hospital for our sick and our dying.” Bates was a man of the people and without his 

presence, Lewiston-Auburn would never be the cities they are today. 

2. Mill Sign #2: THE BATES MILL 

The Bates Mill was built in stages beginning in the mid-1800s after it was founded by leading 

entrepreneur Benjamin Bates in 1850. The first part of the mill was finished in 1852 and the 

second part was finished in 1854. Both parts of the new mill were 60 by 280 feet in measurement 

and were four stories high. The Bates Mill #1, which was the first and second portions of the 

mills, was designed by David Whitman. The Bates Mill #5, which was the third portion of the 

mill (later built in 1912) was designed by Albert Kahn. The Bates Manufacturing Company 

employed 1,865 workers, with 1,039 workers being female. The Bates Mill is located on Canal 

Street. (LSJ newspaper clipping, Christopher W. Closs, William Brucher) 
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The Bates Mill was Lewiston’s largest textile mill. This manufacturing company developed into 

three huge mills that annually consumed around 5,000,000,000 pounds of cotton using 60,000 

spindles and 2,000 looms, which in turn produced approximately 15,000,000 yards of different 

types of cloths. The Bates Mills produced and wove materials such as shoe cloth, toweling, 

robes, horse covers, corset cloth, cotton blankets, table cloths, seersuckers, shirtings, curtains, 

hammock cloths, awning cloths, napkins, and crochet quilts. Another admired item that the Bates 

Manufacturing Company produced was bedspreads. The products of the Bates Mill were 

outstanding as one catalogue puts it: “Today’s Bates customer may choose from a galaxy of 

colorful prints and woven Jacquard patterns—each a masterpiece of imaginative design and 

meticulous craftsmanship.” (William Brucher and Bates Manufacturing Company 1970 

Catalogue) 
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Walter Wyman tried a great deal to keep the mills open for as long as he possibly could; however 

tough times came in the late 20th century, which led to the closure of the Bates and other mills. 

The Bates Mill was seized by the city of Lewiston in 1992, and then closed altogether in 2001. 

3. Mill Sign #3: THE HILL MILL 

The Hill Mill was built c. 1854 and began production in 1862. This manufacturing company was 

comprised of two huge mill buildings that annually consumed around 2,000,000 pounds of 

cotton using 54,000 spindles and 1,000 looms, which ended up with the production of 

approximately 13,000,000 yards of fine cotton goods per year. These cotton goods included 

sheetings, shirtings, satines, percales, corded goods, and twills, which were all under the 
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trademark label “semper idem” meaning always the same. Hill Mill #1 was designed by David 

Whitman. By 1907, the Hill Manufacturing Company employed around 500 women and 200 

men and is located on Chestnut Street. (Douglas Hodgkin, William Brucher, The Story of the 

Bates Manufacturing Company, Christopher W. Closs) 

A man by the name of William D. Pennell became the manager of the Hill Mill in 1890. Before 

this, he was the manager of the Libbey Mill, manager of the Franklin Company, and manager of 

the Union Water Power Company. The Hill Mill closed in 1971. (Douglas Hodgkin) 
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4. Mill Sign #4: CAPTAIN ALBERT H. KELSEY 

Albert Kelsey was born in 1811 in Shirley, Massachusetts. He moved to Boston when he was 12 

years old. While in Boston, Kelsey became very interested in building and engineering. In 1850 

he visited Lewiston and was soon hired to build new infrastructure. During this time he met his 

wife, Charlotte (Upton) Kelsey, and they resided in North Cambridge, Massachusetts. Kelsey 

died in North Cambridge in 1901 at the age of 90. 

Hired by the Boston capitalists, Kelsey directed and oversaw the creation of both the canals and 

the mills in Lewiston-Auburn. He was a key contributor to the success of the mill industry 

considering, as was written in his obituary, “it was he who located and made the big canal and 

the guard locks.” In addition to the canals he  also “planned the streets, placed the common, built 

the Bates Mill, the two Hill Mills, the Androscoggin, the Lewiston, the Continental” and thus 

“was godfather to the prosperity of the spindle city in most remarkable fashion.” (Obituary in 

Lewiston Evening Journal) 
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In 1855, one of the first Irish-Catholic Churches on Lincoln Street was burnt down by an 

arsonist. The Know-Nothing Political party was suspected, but the culprits were never found. 

Robert Kelsey, known to many as ‘the man who built Lewiston’ and patron to the Irish Catholic 

community, tried to sell some Franklin Company property to re-build the burnt down Church. 

However, when attempting to conduct the transaction, he was stopped by the Protestant owners 

of the Franklin Company. Not to be deterred, Robert Kelsey slipped the land acquisition sale 

with a stack of papers. The documents were processed and the sale went unnoticed, providing the 

Irish Catholic community with land to re-build their church. (Loyal but French) 

5. Mill Sign #5: THE ANDROSCOGGIN AND PEPPERELL MIL LS 
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The three mill buildings of the Androscoggin were built c. 1861, 1867, and 1872. The 

Androscoggin Mills was a huge complex of mill buildings that ran around 61,000 spindles and 

1,500 looms per year, which ended up with the production of approximately 10,400,000 yards of 

jeans, twills, sheetings, fine goods, shirtings, seersuckers, and seamless bags. The Androscoggin 

Mills were owned by the Arkwright Company. The manager of the mill was George W. Bean. 

The Androscoggin Company employed 1,100 workers in 1907. The mills are located on Locust 

Street. The mill closed in 1957. (Douglas Hodgkin and William Brucher) 

 

The Pepperell (also referred to as the Lewiston Bleachery and Dye Works) was built c. 1876 by 

the Franklin Company, but specifically began operations because of a man named Nathaniel W. 

Farwell. This mill, however, was owned by Pepperell Associates in the 1920s, when it was 
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known for making pillow cases. Overall, textiles that came from other mills within the 

community were bleached and dyed at the Pepperell Mill. The mills put the finishing touches on 

the textile products. The mill was located on Lisbon Street. (Douglas Hodgkin) 

6. POTENTIAL Mill Sign #6: IN HONOR OF THE COWAN AN D LIBBEY MILLS 

The Cowan Mill was built c. 1850. It was a large four-story brick building that was actually on 

the original site of the first cotton textile mill that was owned by John A. Briggs in 1836, which 

later burned down in 1850. The Cowan Mill manufactured woolen and cotton goods, mainly for 

men.The Cowan was one of the oldest textile mills along the Androscoggin River until a fire 

destroyed it in 2009. The mill was located on Mill Street. (Christopher W. Closs) 

The Libbey Mill was built c. 1846. The first mill was a five-story brick building. It manufactured 

cotton, wool, and rubber coated materials throughout the years. The owner of the mill was the 

legendary Winfield Scott Libbey. The Libbey Mill moved its enterprise to South Carolina in 

1991. The mill building was almost fully destroyed by a fire in 1999 and was then entirely 

destroyed in 2007 when the city tore it down. The Libbey mill was located on Mill Street. 

(Christopher W.  Closs and David Sargent) 



22 

 

 

C. French Canadian Immigration Interpretive Signage  

1. Immigration Sign #1: Trail Head THE IMMIGRANT’S JOURNEY  

Immigration has had a large role in influencing the development of Lewiston and Auburn cities 

culturally, economically and politically. The first major immigration movement to Lewiston 

occurred during the 1840’s when 400 Irish workers were recruited from Boston to help build the 

Canals. The construction of these canals was able to harness the energy of the Androscoggin 

River and fuel the growth of Lewiston’s Textile industry. The existence of these canals, the rail 

road tracks you are standing on and the red-brick Mills across the river can be attributed to the 
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hard work of immigrant laborers. The next major immigration movement that occurred in the 

Lewiston and Auburn area was the French Canadian Immigration that occurred from 1860s to  

 

the 1900s. This immigration movement was much larger than the Irish and had more long-term 

impacts on the city’s cultural, political and economic landscape. The French Canadian 

immigrants all mostly emigrated from the province of Quebec.  During the Mid-19th century 

Quebec was going through an economic recession that resulted in a surplus rural population. 

With limited jobs available these poor agrarian farmers looked for new opportunities for work in 

their southern neighbors. During this same period the US was feverishly growing from the 

Industrial Revolution, and jobs were a-plenty in cities across New England, including Lewiston 



24 

 

and Auburn. After the Canals were dug Lewiston Mill owners were able to exploit the power of 

the river to fuel their textile mills. There were 7 mills in the Lewiston ‘Island’ and at their peak 

they were able to employ 6,000 people. As Lewiston’s textile mills grew so did Auburn’s Shoe 

and Brick industries. All these opportunities of employment and the opening of the Grand Trunk 

Rail Road made Lewiston a great city for an immigrant looking for a new start.  The French 

Canadian immigration lasted from 1860- to the early 1900s, but it is hard to say how many 

immigrated in total. However if we look at the Lewiston’s population from, which grew from 

7,424 in 1860 to 31,791 in 1920 we can see the great effect this immigration movement had on 

the city’s population. If we continue down the path we can follow the same route that thousands 

of these immigrants travelled to begin their new lives in Lewiston and Auburn.  

2. Immigration Sign #2: Grand Trunk Railroad Depot 

In 1873 the Grand Trunk Railroad, a line that went from Montreal to Portland, was officially 

connected by Lewiston and Auburn Rail Road Company by a 5 mile line going from Danville 

Junction to Lewiston’s Lincoln Street. The tracks you are standing on are right now are what 

remains of this railway. This is the railway that thousands of immigrants traveled on to start a 

new life in Lewiston, but also to return home and visit family. This railway was essential to 

Lewiston becoming a major industrial center in the late 19th century.    

3. Immigration Sign #3: Grand Trunk Rail Road Station 

The station you see in front of you was built in 1885 and was the first place French Canadian 

immigrants experienced in Lewiston. One can imagine how this could be an overwhelming 

experience for someone coming to a new city, with people getting on and off trains, the depot 
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workers transporting goods to and from the mills, and family members joyfully greeting one 

another. Fortunately for many Lewiston immigrants they were often greeted at the station by 

nuclear or extended family members. The immigration movement in Lewiston was a ‘chain 

migration’ where a nuclear family would settle in the city and their extended family would then 

follow in time. This made the immigration transition much smoother for many immigrants, and 

encouraged a very close knit community to form among the French Canadians in Lewiston. 

 

4. Immigration Sign #4: Dominican Block 

An Immigrant’s next stop would be the Dominican Block located only a block away from the 

depot. French Canadian immigrants would become very familiar with this building because it 
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was where they were schooled, where they went to mass, where they met with community 

groups, and where they saw theatrical events. Built in 1883 this building became the community 

center for the French community. The local Lewiston residents even named the building ‘French 

Town Hall.’ Run by the Dominican order this building was a central part of the French 

community and became in an iconic image. 650 students attended this building for school, and it 

is one of the first examples of a bi-lingual patriarchal school.   

 

5. Immigration Sign #5: Little Canada 

After greeting relatives and visiting the town hall, immigrants then followed their father, cousin, 

aunt, a local, etc. to where they would be settling. One block down from the Dominican Block a 
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small all French community had sprung up along the banks of the Androscoggin. This area was 

full of 4-5 story apartment blocks housing immigrants that were new and old to Lewiston. This 

pre-dominantly French part of town was called ‘Little Canada.’ This community began when the 

boarding houses provided by the Mill bosses were too packed to fit any more families into their 

already overcrowded halls. Today this area is still known as ‘Little Canada.’ The next stop is 

right across the street. 

6. Immigration Sign #6: St. Mary’s /Franco-American Heritage Center 

 

The cathedral you see before you is the beautiful, Gothic style St. Mary’s Cathedral. 

Construction began in 1907 and was not fully completed until 1927 but held its first mass in 
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1922. Although not the largest cathedral in Lewiston, this Church was central to the ‘Little 

Canada’ community. It held masses in English and French up till 2000. Today it continues to 

serve the community as the Franco American Heritage center, whose goal is to preserve and 

educate the public and Franco-American culture in history. If you would like to learn more head 

inside and check out their exhibit on Franco-American culture. Use the side entrance located on 

Oxford Street. If you wish to complete the tour please continue down Oxford Street toward 

Museum LA.  

7. Immigration Sign #7: Le Messager (Not sure where this sign would go on tour yet.) 

The Le Messager was first published in 1880 and was the first French newspaper published in 

Lewiston. It was printed in French and served to inform the French community on the 

happenings in Lewiston and Canada. Later on it became a very politically motivated periodical, 

supporting the Democratic Party and any advancement of French Canadians in local and national 

politics. This paper had considerable political influence on how politics played out in the city and 

served as a great source for historians in researching the Lewiston French Community. Its 

founder was Dr. Louis J. Martel, who was also elected to the Maine State Legislature, and the 

first French Canadian to almost become mayor in 1893.  
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IV. Individual Research 

A. Prehistoric and Contact-Period Inhabitants of Present-Day Lewiston-Auburn 

The very first people to reach Maine were members of what archaeologists term the Paleo-Indian 

or “Clovis” culture, a group of highly mobile and adaptable people who are today identified as belonging 

to a distinct cultural lineage by the manner in which they crafted their spear points.  One need look no 

further than the Auburn-Lewiston Municipal Airport to find evidence of their past presence. 

 Archaeologists have found no less than six sites of Paleo-Indian occupation within a square mile of the 

airport, dating from between about 9,000-10,200 years B.P. (Bourque).  

On an island in the river near Topsham, ME, a team of Bates undergraduates under the instruction 

of Professor Bruce Bourque discovered and excavated a burial site that dates to about 4,000 years B.P. 

 This site, which was rife with adzes, sinkers, and spear points (which had not seen daily use and were 

crafted exclusively as grave goods) was covered in a rich red ochre, the funerary hallmark of the Maritime 

Archaic period (Moorehead Phase, or “Red Paint People”) (Bourque).  The fact that this robust culture 

was abruptly replaced by the younger Susquehanna tradition which diffused into Maine from the 

Southwestern direction illustrates the fact that the area’s pre-European inhabitants were not a static 

lineage descended from the earliest Americans, but rather the product of successive waves of migration to 

the area over thousands of years.  While it is tempting to portray Lewiston-Auburn’s indigenous past as 

pristine and unadulterated when compared to the influx of English, Irish, French-Canadian, and later 

Somali (among others) immigrants to the area, it is important to remember that the tribes and cultures that 

first made contact with Europeans were ultimately themselves immigrants as well. 

Because these societies were based upon the oral transmission of knowledge rather than its 

literary preservation, the intricacies of their lives have largely died with them.  What precious little we 

can assert to know with any degree of certainty comes from European accounts of the contact period, 

which are inherently biased, and the few-and-far-between written depositions of a few prominent 

indigenous individuals, which may be the near-forgotten and half-remembered remnants of their 
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grandparents’ era.  Nevertheless, a review of these sources as they relate to the Lewiston-Auburn area and 

the greater Androscoggin region begins to form a cursory narrative of how the region’s economic 

activities slowly shifted away from milling maize and spearing sturgeon towards baking bricks and 

weaving wool. 

Perhaps most integral to the understanding of a given culture’s relationship with its physical 

surroundings are toponyms, or place names.  Through the analysis of these rarely uttered names, 

anthropologists gain a unique perspective into a realm that the theory of Cultural Relativity begs us to 

tread lightly upon – that of “meaning”.  Using the cipher of language, linguistic anthropologists can 

reconstruct the importance of physical features of the landscape to a given culture in a way that would be 

tenuous at best were it undertaken using mere physical artifacts or symbolic depictions.  

The word Androscoggin itself has been rendered in English so many different ways that a 

reconstruction of its original meaning is next to impossible.  A 1793 deposition by a man named Pere Pol 

does however name several nearby features, including the village at present-day New Auburn as 

“Amitgonpontook”, meaning “a place for curing or drying fish” (Lecompte).  The sachems, or chiefs, of 

this village at the time of contact were Worumbo and Kancamagus (Lecompte).  While it was not likely to 

have been a long-established fort, the general site may have been occupied since long before European 

contact.  Bruce Bourque has described this area as somewhat of a “backwater” in those days, and the 

people living in the fort were likely to have been a mix of various groups that were escaping conflicts 

elsewhere.   

Arguably the most significant event in the L-A area during the contact period was the 

Benjamin Church Massacre.  While sources are in conflict as to exactly what happened, Major 

Church led a mixed force of 200 English and 100 native soldiers to the fort at Laurel Hill in 

September of 1690.  Some of the fort’s inhabitants tried to escape and were killed, while others 

escaped by hiding under the Great Falls.   While Church left the local sachems’ wives and 

children alive, other women and children were “knocked on the head and buried”(Lecompte). 
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This has been corroborated by finds of human remains by present day gardeners in the area. 

Below is Benjamin Church’s official account of what happened here:  

“The same day we advanced up the river towards Amascoggin on the S.W. side of 
the river, although the way was extremely difficult, yet it was a more obscure way, the 
enemy using to march on the N.E. side. We marched that day above the middle falls 
about 20 miles. There it began to rain hard, when we encamped and built fifty tents and 
lay there all night and at break of day put out our fires and marched as soon as it was 
light. It being the 14th inst. and the sabbath, the the soldiers marched briskly and came 
within sight of the fort about 2 o'clock P.M.  

Then we turned into the woods and fetched a circumference and waded over a 
little river not much above the knees - and in short time came to the westerly branch of 
the great river, - and there left our baggage and those that were tired and made them up 
40 more to guard the Doctor, and looking over the brow of a hill by the river espied two 
English and an Indian moving towards the fort, -ran after them and soon took the English, 
but the Indian got clear. Than I feared he would informe the fort -if they had opportunity 
to offer them peace, - if they would not accept it, to fall on, and by the time they were 
well entered, the rest would come up. Also I gave order to two companies to spread 
between the woods and the Fort, to prevent the escape of the enemy that way. All which 
was attended. We were very wet, running through the river, but got up undiscovered to 
the fort till within gun shot. Few Indians we found there, but two men and a lad of about 
18 years with some women and children. Five ran in the river, 3 or 4 of whom were 
killed. The lad of 18 made his escape up river to another place where there was corn 
about 40 or 50 miles up, as afterwards we were well informed. We killed 6 or 7 and took 
11.  

Lodged in the fort that night. Only one of our men was wounded in that little 
skirmish. We made use of no other firewood but the fort all the time we were there. -
monday being the 15th inst., we having examined the Indian and English captives made 
search for corn and other plunder. We found pretty deal of corn in barns, under ground, 
and destroyed it. Also we found guns and ammunition a pretty deal with beaver, and we 
took five English captives, viz: Lieut. Robert Haskin's widow, of Oyster River, Benj. 
Barnard's wife, of Salmon Falls, Ann Heard, of Cochecho,; one Willis, daughter, of 
Oyster River and a boy of Exeter.  

Both Indians and English inform us that the enemy has lately had a consultation, 
many of them were for peace and many of them were against it, and had hired and 
procured about 300, and advanced to Wells with a flag of truce and offer them peace, -if 
they could not agree, then to fall on. If they could not take Wells, then they resolved to 
attack Piscataqua. The which when we were well informed, we left two old squaws that 
were not able to march, gave them vituals enough for one week of their own corn boiled 
and a little of our provisions, and buried their dead, and left them clothes enough to keep 
them warm and left wigwams for them to lie in, gave them orders to tell their friends how 
kind we were to them, bidding them do the like to ours; also if they were for peace to 
come to good man Small's at Berwick, within 14 days, -who would attend to discourse 
them.  
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Then we came away with our own 5 captives and 9 of theirs, and waded through 
the river and returned in that day and one more to our vessel at Macquait.”  

- From the Lewiston Journal, 1864  

"The Indians of the Androscoggin" - Chapter XXIV  

Dr. N. T. True 

(via www.nedoba.org) 

 

The Prehistory and River Ecology tour should focus on a few key areas.  First and foremost, the 

PREHISTORIC ANDROSCOGGIN sign would be most appropriately located at the existing overlook of 

the Great Falls on the Auburn side.  This picturesque spot sees high visitor traffic, and the viewing 

platform is literally begging for some sort of signage.  Visitors to the spot will be able to envision the falls 

as those from long ago might have seen them, offering a brief respite from the modern industrial 

backdrop.  It would be also be very appropriate to include the complete Dean Cornwell mural on any 

signage that is eventually installed here, as the backdrop of the scene is the Great Falls and the mural was 

custom-made for Lewiston-Auburn.  Beyond signage, this spot would also profit from a replica leister in 

order to demonstrate how fish would have been caught securely among the precarious rocks and rapids. 

 Another certainty for a tour dealing with the indigenous peoples and colonial history of the area 

is a stop near Laurel Hill where the fort once stood.  The placement of this sign will be tricky, as Laurel 

Hill is a residential area that might not take well to an interpretive sign inviting passers-by.  Alternatively, 

this sign could be placed in the Rodney Bonney Memorial Park in an area closest to or with the best view 

of Laurel Hill.  Also, the ethical issues involved in telling the story of Amitgonpontook need to be 

addressed.  Because this is a site where the best evidence indicates women and children were murdered, it 

is important to remain respectful in remembering its past.  Future researchers should consider contacting 

local present-day indigenous groups in order to involve them in any potential signage or memorial.  These 

events from the past can be quite painful for people whose ancestors have already suffered so much at the 



33 

 

hands of Europeans, and it should ultimately be the decision of local tribal groups as to whether or not 

anything is done to remember the events at Laurel Hill. 

Also important is a sign describing the ecology, both past and present, of the Androscoggin River.  

This may take the form of multiple signs whose locations are flexible, but should be somewhere along the 

banks of the river.  While the public should be educated about what species used to be found here, this is 

not to bemoan the damage that years of industrial pollution have caused to the rivers ecosystem.  It is only 

when we know what has been lost that we can hope to someday restore it.  Our hope is that by raising 

ecological awareness, we plant a seed in the public consciousness that may someday sprout into fish 

reintroduction initiatives, captive breeding programs, tree plantings, and other projects that give local 

people a chance to positively and constructively interact with their Androscoggin River. 

Additionally, it is important to relay how far the Androscoggin has come in recent years.  The 

days of suffocating odors and copious foam are still strongly ingrained in the collective local memory, 

and it’s important to tell people that the river is now safe to swim in.  This should be accompanied by 

basic descriptions of water quality parameters and how they are measured, with an aim to recruiting local 

citizen-scientists for water quality monitoring projects.  We must empower the citizens of L-A to take a 

stand for the health of their river, and the first step in that process is inviting people to get their feet wet.      
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Annotated List of Helpful Sources: 

Bourque, Bruce J. Twelve Thousand Years : American Indians in Maine. Eds. Steven L. Cox and 

Ruth Holmes Whitehead. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2001. Print.  

  This is perhaps the most comprehensive source of information that exists regarding the 

indigenous peoples of Maine.  Bruce is the Chief Archaeologist & Curator of 

Ethnography for the Maine State Museum, as well as a professor of anthropology here 

at Bates.  This source is not only detailed but also meticulously researched, and the 

content is spatially broad and temporally deep.  For information on the prehistory of 

Maine in general, this book is essential.  However, it is lacking in details specific to the 
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Lewiston-Auburn area.  I encourage future researchers to contact Bruce directly, as he 

is a storehouse of knowledge and can point you towards reputable local sources. 

Cook, David S. Above the Gravel Bar : The Native Canoe Routes of Maine. Ed. rd ed. Solon, 

Me.: Polar Bear & Co., 2007. Print.  

  I did not find this source particularly helpful, but it does do a nice job of compiling the 

known water routes that prehistoric and historic indigenous peoples used.  Water 

transportation was very important to early Mainers, and any proper treatment of Maine 

prehistory must include information about water travel.  This book is would also be useful 

for potential canoe/kayak businesses hoping to market “authentic” trips through native 

routes. 

Lecompte, Nancy. Alnôbak : A Story of Indigenous People in Androscoggin County. Eds. Nancy 

Lecompte and Androscoggin Historical Society. Auburn, ME: Androscoggin Historical 

Society, 2003. Print. 

  This book is the best, and potentially the only, treatment of local Lewiston-Auburn 

prehistory and history regarding the indigenous people who lived (and still live) in the area.  

While I did not have a chance to meet with Nancy directly, she would be an outstanding 

source of information regarding the local peoples, and I encourage future researchers to 

collaborate with her.  Her non-profit organization Ne-Do-Ba is dedicated to recovering the 

history of indigenous people in L-A, and she has generously agreed to allow images from 

her book to be used on interpretive signs.  www.nedoba.org  

Leger, Mary Celeste Sister. The Catholic Indian Missions in Maine (1611-1820). Washington, 

D.C.: Catholic University of America, 1929. Print.  
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  While I did not focus much of my attention on the Catholic missions to Maine’s 

indigenous people, this source is well researched and should be more than sufficient for 

future researchers looking to include the story of the missions in their work.   

Maine Writers, Research Club. Maine Indians in History and Legends. Ed. st ed. Portland, 

Maine: Severn-Wylie-Jewett Co., 1952. Print.  

  This book is a mixed-blessing.  On the one hand, it does an excellent job of relaying the 

numerous legends that surround the natives of Maine, including the story of the raid on 

Amitgonpontook.  On the other hand, it blends historical fact with some liberal storytelling, 

and should not be trusted without other corroborating sources. 

Starbird, Charles Millard. The Indians of the Androscoggin Valley : Tribal History, and their 

Relations with the Early English Settlers of Maine. Lewiston, Me.: Lewiston journal 

printshop, 1928. Print.  

This book is also a mixed-blessing.  While it does focus on the natives of the Androscoggin 

Valley with a specificity that other sources rarely rival, it is woefully out of date.  It is written with a 

tone that is no longer politically correct, and its biases are distracting.  I would recommend using this 

source as a guide for further research only, as its ethnocentrism is egregious and has no place in 

modern research. 

 

B. The Lewiston Canals: Harnessing the Power of the Androscoggin  

Lewiston, Maine has long had a complicated and significant relationship with the 

Androscoggin River. The interaction between city and river has changed and evolved along with 

the trends of the time. Possibly one of the most crucial shifts during this relationship occurred 

when the affects of the Industrial Revolution spread to Lewiston and the city’s inhabitants started 
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to view the Androscoggin as an aid to industry instead of just a static part of nature. In fact, 

Lewiston’s location on the third largest river in Maine was essential to its transformation and 

economic success. Because the Androscoggin has the steepest drop over its course than any other 

river in Maine, it was especially suitable for the mill and paper industries. 

At the section of the river around Lewiston and Auburn there is a particularly steep drop, 

making it ideal for hydropower. In order to harness the power of the Androscoggin, it was crucial 

to create a canal system that would bring water power to the mills. There were several proposals 

for a canal system before the major one was actually implemented in 1850. One popular idea at 

the time was to use canals as a way to connect rivers and lakes, as water was a main means of 

transportation. Thus both the proposals of 1826 and 1837 suggested linking the Androscoggin to 

other bodies of water for ease of access. For example, the 1826 proposal used the idea of linking 

the Androscoggin to the Kennebec River in Gardiner by creating a system of canals from Leeds 

to Gardiner. Despite these early proposals, development of the river and falls didn’t start until 

1836, when the Great Androscoggin Falls, Dams, Locks, and Canal Company was created by 

Edward, Josiah, Thomas B., and Edward T. Little, and Sam Pickard (Lamie). The company 

started with $100,000, and in 1837 they hired B.F. Perham, a Boston civil engineer, who devised 

a plan for the development of canals and dams. Seven years later they hired another civil 

engineer, I.A. Beard, who was asked to focus specifically on creating the canal system that 

would lead to the development of Lewiston. Although these men helped generate ideas for the 

construction and layout of canals and mills, the company did not have enough money to follow 

through with the plans. Development did not truly begin until November 19, 1845, when 

Benjamin Bates arrived in Lewiston and the company was restructured and renamed the 

Lewiston Water Power Company. The reorganized company accumulated a large amount of real 
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estate between 1846 and 1850 so that by the spring of 1850, they had gained ownership over all 

waterpower rights in the area (Lamie). 

In order to harness the great power built up over this 170-mile river, canals were built to 

divert the water to where they were needed at the mills; they were seen as a cheap, safe way to 

create water power. Since electricity was not used in the mid-1850s, the waterpower had to be 

transferred to machinery by mechanical means; thus the energy needed to be developed as close 

as possible to the area where the equipment was located (Lamie). Therefore, the canal system 

served as a means to bring together the enormous water energy and the place of industry. 

One of the Lewiston Water Power Company’s greatest challenges was safely bringing the vast 

power of the Great Falls closer to the mills through this canal system. Before any development, 

the Falls naturally dropped 38 feet; they exist as the result of a schist that crosses the river 

diagonally. The original dam increased the drop to a 50-foot fall that was later extended to 70 

feet (Hill). Since the drop of the falls is so great, in order to better utilize its power it was divided 

into two levels: the upper and the lower, which generated energy for two levels of mills. The 

upper level generated energy for the Bates, Hill, Androscoggin, and Pepperell Mills, while the 

Lower Androscoggin, Continental, and Lewiston Mills got their energy from the Lower Canals 

(Lamie). Thus, because of Lewiston’s ideal location on the Androscoggin and next the Falls, mill 

construction began to flourish in Lewiston around 1850 and along with it came canals, which 

were central to the function of the mills (Bethel Historic Society). The first small canal was built 

in 1808 along with a timber dam; these were located near the site of the Lincoln Mill, which later 

changed to the W.S. Libbey Mill (Lamie). Although this marked the beginning of canal 

construction, the system that is still in place today was created in the mid-19th century. 
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In order to generate the most energy possible, the canal was built so that it sits higher 

than the banks of the river. As Axon Hill’s 1969 article from in the Lewiston Journal Magazine 

section explains, “The swiftly flowing pent-up water rushed to the openings, and with the drop of 

the land, provides the power needed – first, for the water wheels and the shafts and belts that ran 

the machinery, and second, for the turning of the wheels that generate electricity.” This system 

likely drew from widespread technology, as the construction of the canals in Lewiston largely 

followed the popular models of the time, such as the Erie Canal in New York. Although other 

large canal systems were sometimes funded by the state, the money for the Lewiston canals came 

from private investors, who saw profit in the mills and canals as industry picked up in the city 

(Cupid). 

Investors and city dwellers alike now saw the Androscoggin as something they could manipulate 

and use to their advantage, as is exemplified in their creation of the artificial rivers that were the 

canals. The influence of these investors grew with the introduction of the Lewiston Power 

Company, as the company brought in outsiders from other areas in New England (often Boston) 

to develop and insert money into the area. The company effectively solidified Lewiston as a 

company town; in addition to purchasing a vast amount of real estate and building two new 

textile mills and other infrastructure, the Lewiston Power Company built significant housing and 

tenements that attracted workers to the area. 

While many French-Canadian, Irish, and Polish immigrants were employed both in the 

mills and in their construction, it was mainly Irish laborers that constructed the Lewiston canals. 

The digging of the canals was an intense, physically straining job that was only appealing to 

those who desperately needed work. The members of the Lewiston Power Company and 

investors knew this, and they specifically recruited immigrants for the strenuous physical labor. 
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Many of the Irishmen came up to Maine from Boston; Patrick O’Donnell was somewhat of a 

leader for these immigrants as he was one of the core settlers of the Irish community in 

Lewiston. He was hired to be a labor contractor for the canal construction project, and 

successfully hired 400 Irishmen by the spring of 1850. While the construction of the canals 

officially began in May 1850, it wasn’t until July of that year that the work truly got under way, 

as these Irish workers began extensive work excavating the canals. They essentially dug away 

the land with picks and shovels, with some help from horses that could pull heavy earth in 

wheelbarrows or carts. They also used a black blasting powder to blow away large segments of 

earth and rock, though Lamie and Branch’s paper published in 1995 on the canals describes the 

process as “tedious and dangerous.” It took the workers two years to dig and line the first part of 

the canal with rocks. 

The next stage of the canal construction was to build the lower, upper, and cross canals. The 

Lewiston Water Power Company hired Captain Albert Kelsey, a 39-year old contractor and 

architect, to direct the canal and mill construction and operation. Lamie’s article describes him, 

writing, “That he excelled in this most difficult task as a liaison between the absentee owners in 

Boston and the mill workers in Lewiston is reflected in the respect Kelsey received from both 

groups” (Lamie). Once finally completed, the canal walls were generally 8 feet thick at the 

bottom, and tapering to 3 feet thick at the top. While there were many changes made over the 

initial construction and in following years, the system is cited as being 62 feet wide, 14 feet deep, 

and ¾ of a mile long (Hill). 

Not only did the workers endure the backbreaking work of digging the canals with 

shovels and picks, but they would also perform repairs when the canals would be drained for 

fixing or readjusting (Hill). They were also responsible for constructing the large granite locks 
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that were crucial to the canal’s function. Additionally, they were employed to lay a river wall 

that was 900 feet long, 18 feet high, and about 5.5 feet thick. Although considered unskilled, 

unattractive work, their job actually was crucial to both the success and safety of the city. For 

example, the structure at the head of the canal had to be built flawlessly in order to correctly 

control the water to the amount required by each mill’s daily needs. Not only did it need to be 

reliable, but it also had to protect the city in case of flooding (Lamie). While the mills initially 

were concerned that they might encounter a shortage of water, their worries were lessened with 

the opening of the Gulf Island Dam. This large dam allowed them to have total control over their 

water supply, even during summer droughts (Hill). 

The immigrant workers contributed a great deal to their new homes as they streamed into 

Lewiston. In fact, the influx of laborers contributed greatly to an enormous growth in population, 

as the number of inhabitants doubled from 1850 to 1860 from 3,584 people to 7,424; in 1890 

there were 27,701 residents, many of whom were employed in some way by the mills (Cupid). 

These workers largely lived in low-income tenement housing located along the canals, which 

caused some tension with the locals. Although the housing had once seemed temporary, the 

permanent residence of the workers and their foreign customs sometimes sparked conflict with 

the locals (Cupid). One of the most important factors in the transformation of Lewiston into a 

successful industrial town was the introduction of the Androscoggin and Kennebec Railroad in 

1849, which connected the city to far away markets and locations. Not only did the railroad open 

up communication and trade with other large urban centers, but it also allowed for this large 

increase in population. 

Not only do the canals hold a great deal of history in the people that constructed it and the 

way in which they were made, but they also held cultural value particularly after they were 
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created. As the Lewiston Journal article from 1969 recalls, the Main Street overlook of the canals 

was the place where “the great ‘Tex’ Wiseman, Lewiston dare devil and accomplished swimmer, 

leaped into the strong current of the canal as a stunt that is still remembered by many. It was 

likewise from the bridge at this point that Houdini, greatest escape artist of all time, leaped into 

the water manacled and encased in a strait-jacket during his engagement at Old Music Hall” 

(Hill). Not only was it a place where spectacles occurred, but it also is remembered as a tree-

lined promenade where people would walk on nice days during Lewiston’s booming industrial 

days. It was always lined by elms, which unfortunately began to disappear with introduction of 

Dutch Elm disease. 

The canals served Lewiston as a community gathering place and successful mode of 

power conversion for 100 years. Lamie and Branch’s paper suggests that it was significantly 

waning in use in 1995. Not only had the success of the mills started to decline after the First 

World War, but at a certain point the technology became outdated, and more effective means of 

energy production were introduced. The authors write about the situation in 1995, “Under the 

present system, there are generators at the Bates Mill, the Hill Mill, the Androscoggin Mill, and 

at the Red Shop. Since power is directly related to the amount of water and the distance through 

which it flows, generation at multiple locations is considered inefficient” (Lamie). Despite its 

current outdated state, the canal system was once a technological feat that was crucial in the 

development of Lewiston as an industrial hub. It now stands as a symbol of the city’s success, 

the hard work and vision of its inhabitants, and Lewiston’s ever-changing relationship with the 

Androscoggin River. Although its future is uncertain, the current development of the Riverfront 

Masterplan has given considerable attention to the canals and how they can be used in the years 

to come. 
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 V. Conclusion   

In conclusion, we have completed research, three walking tours, and interpretative 

signage for those tours. We now leave our project to the next group of ENVR 417 students, who 

hopefully can use this final write up as a guide for how to continue forward with the project. We 

have several ideas for how students could build on our work.  

The first is to keep following through with the process of physically creating the signs. 

Because of time and money constraints, we were only able to create the content and design of the 

signs, but could not actually have the signs fabricated and installed. There is also room for future 

groups to add to the signage that we have created, and they may even choose to change or add to 

our walking tour routes if they see fit. 

Throughout the project we have also discussed adding an audio component to the tour, so 

that participants could follow along on a more comprehensive narrative. Museum LA suggested 

that we look into some sort of cell-phone tour or app, and we liked the idea but found it was 

outside the scope of our semester and might exclude people without Smartphones. We also 

thought it would be excellent to incorporate the rich set of oral histories that Museum LA owns; 

they could somehow be worked into an audio tour.  

Currently Museum LA is planning to move to a more central location on the banks of the 

Androscoggin, which we think will be extremely beneficial to our project’s future. We picture 

the new location as a central part of our walking tours, possibly a place where there would be a 

main kiosk and a point from where guided walking tours could leave. Another development that 

we feel will be important to the future of our project is the current Riverfront Masterplan, which 

is now under way. The outcome of this project will have a significant impact on the future of our 

project.  
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Overall there is significant room for future projects to expand on the base we have 

created here, in whatever direction they choose. We are particularly hopeful moving forward 

with the future move of Museum LA and the development of the Riverfront Masterplan in mind. 

 

C. The Mills: Research on Lewiston’s Textile Industry 

Introduction 

The development of Lewiston-Auburn can be accredited to the mighty Androscoggin River. This 

flowing, powerful, natural resource was the basis for the two cities’ economies in the 19th and early 20th 

centuries as it was central to their industrial growth and prosperity. The Androscoggin provided the 

necessary waterpower to fuel industrialization within the twin cities and thus allowed numerous mills to 

be built along each side of the river’s edge. There is indeed a long history in regards to the development 

of the mills and L-A’s overall textile-based economies. Without the mills, L-A would never have 

transitioned into cities as it was these very mills, which essentially defined their early economies as well 

as their cities in general. 

Early Beginnings: Transition from Agrarian Economy to Industrial Economy 

Lewiston was known as Maine’s “Spindle City” throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries 

(Brucher). However, similar to many communities throughout New England during the nineteenth 

century, Lewiston relied on agriculture, as it was primarily a rural community, before it was a booming 

metropolis (Brucher, Hodgkin 2008, Leamon). Lewiston’s textile manufacturing industry made a name 

for itself commencing specifically in the 1850s through to the 1950s. This transition from an agrarian 

economy to an industrial economy occurred because certain people realized the strength and the economic 

potential of the Androscoggin River. With these potential opportunities in regards to the river, men started 

showing interest in developing small infrastructures along the river, hoping that their entrepreneurship 

could eventually yield a profit. 
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Early Industrialists: 1819 to 1850 

Lawrence J. Harris is known as Lewiston’s first industrialist. Near the great falls on the 

Androscoggin, Harris built a sawmill in 1771. Soon after he settled into Lewiston in 1774, another man 

named Jacob Barker built a gristmill and a sawmill, following in the footsteps of Harris. The early mills, 

such as Harris’ and Barker’s were used for helping preexisting agriculture. They were not the big mills 

that were used for textile manufacturing, which would be built on later (Brucher). 

In 1809, Michael Little built a large wooden mill building next to Lewiston’s first dam. Little’s 

mill was extremely significant because it was the first mill in the community that included the production 

of textiles. As previously mentioned, these early mills were solely for agricultural assistance, however 

Little’s mill involved saw, grist, and woolen fulling processes (Hodgkin 2003). It was because of this 

‘fulling’ process that this was the first mill to involve textiles. Fulling is the process where strands of 

woven wool contract and mix together into a durable fabric using a combined method using pressure, 

heat, water, and chemicals. Unfortunately, a fire burned the mill down in 1814 (Brucher). 

Harris, Barker, and Little definitely got the ball rolling in terms of early textile development, however 

“the numerous members of the Little family, the Fryes, and the Garcelons all played essential roles” 

considering “they were the ones who realized the industrial potential of the falls in the Androscoggin 

beyond the grist and saw mills that the agricultural community required” (Leamon 6). Michael Little built 

an extremely small mill in 1819, however it burnt down. Though it burnt down, the mill was built yet 

again but this time it was even bigger in size and capacity. Soon after, the Lewiston Falls Manufacturing 

Company was created from the new mill in 1834. At this point in time, initial investors in the company 

were Dean and John Frye, Samuel Pickard, and William and Alonzo Garcelon (Leamon). 

In 1836, the first cotton textile building arose from a small structure which was situated next to 

the Cowan Mill building (which was later burnt down) and the falls. This small mill was important 

because it turned cotton into yarns (Brucher). A man named Ephraim Wood directed and owned the mill. 
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In the 1844 though, Wood sold his mills to a man named Joseph Harding. Harding started where Wood 

left off and he extended the mill in order for it to have more space for more looms for the weaving of 

cloths, which became the first cotton cloth manufactured in Lewiston (Leamon). During a fire in 1850, 

Harding’s mill was burnt down. The work and improvements concerning the textile manufacturing history 

done by Ephraim Wood and Joseph Harding was a major reason why others jumped on board to start 

investing and building more and more mills within the area (Brucher). Specifically, local peoples such as 

Edward Little, John Frye, Alonzo Garcelon, James Lowell, and Daniel Briggs were extremely 

enthusiastic at this point in time and “in 1845 they incorporated as the Lewiston Falls Cotton Mill 

Company and began to construct a mill” (Leamon 7). Soon after the incorporation as the Lewiston Falls 

Cotton Mill Company, the company was quickly purchased by another group of associates called the 

Lewiston Water Power Company in 1845, which initially originated from the managers of the Great 

Androscoggin Falls, Dam, Lock, and Canal Company. This transaction was completed before the initial 

mill was even finished (Leamon). 

 

At this point in time, the Lewiston Water Power Company became the most significant 

association in the community “as it came to dominate the life of Lewiston” (Leamon 8). Though still run 

and mainly invested with local peoples capital, this is when the Lewiston Water Power Company (and 

later to be known as the Franklin Company) became an enterprise for capitalists in Boston. Boston 

capitalists such as Thomas J. Hill, Lyman Nichols, George L. Ward, Alexander DeWitt, and most 

especially Benjamin Bates were the major power players and stake holders in Lewiston’s textile 

manufacturing industry at this point. After visiting Lewiston in 1847, Bates was drawn into the city 

because of the river’s waterpower potential and all the other possibilities that could come from the river 

and eventually became the co-founder of the Lewiston Water Company (Leamon). 

Benjamin Bates’ and Captain Albert Kelsey’s Role 
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Benjamin Bates has literally been said to have started Lewiston’s “Golden Age” because of all 

the capital he accumulated and all the investments that he made in the city (Leamon). Not only did Bates 

leave a mark on the mill industry, he also left his mark on the community as a whole. According to the 

Lewiston Journal: 

Benjamin Edward Bates left of his community a surname that abounds in education, industry, and other 

far reaching circles of community life. Due to his imagination and industry a great canal diverted water 

from the Androscoggin River to that early water wheels could transmit power directly to the plants. Now, 

this water power is transformed into electrical energy. Edward Bates, although a Massachusetts man, gave 

the donation that made Bates College possible (Lewiston Journal 1969). 

Benjamin Bates was also very clever when it came to the Civil War. Industry was teetering as the 

United States entered into war. As a result, many mills in New England were selling their shares of 

cotton, however “Benjamin Bates was buying” and this “enabled Maine plants to run during many a week 

when Massachusetts mills were closed down for a lack of cotton” (The Story of the Bates Manufacturing 

Company). 

Another key figure that definitely helped Bates with infrastructure development as well as the Franklin 

Company was Captain Albert Kelsey. He was a local man who directed and oversaw the creation of both 

the canals and the mills. He was hired by the Boston capitalists (Hodgkin 2008). Kelsey was a key 

contributor to the success of the mill industry considering “it was he who located and made the big canal 

and the guard locks” and as he also “planned the streets, placed the common, built the Bates Mill, the two 

Hill Mills, the Androscoggin, the Lewiston, the Continental” and thus “was godfather to the prosperity of 

the spindle city in most remarkable fashion” (Captain Albert Kelsey’s Obituary in Lewiston Evening 

Journal). 

Mill Industry Development from 1850 to 1928: “Lewiston’s Seven Mills” 
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The mural in Museum LA shows “Lewiston’s Seven Mills.” These seven mills were considered 

the most important and influential mills within the two communities and consisted of the Bates, Hill, 

Androscoggin, Continental, Cowan, Libbey, and Pepperell Mills. 

The Bates Mill  

• built c. 1850 - 1852 and was put into operation in 1852 (Hodgkin 2008) 

• developed into three huge mills that annually consumed around 5,230,132,000 pounds of 

cotton using 58,392 spindles and 1,595 looms, which in turn produced 15,032,077 yards 

of different types of cloths at its height (Brucher) 

• produced and weaved materials such as shoe cloth, toweling, cheviots, piques, robes, 

tape, horse covers, corset cloth, cotton blankets, checked table cloths, seersuckers, 

shirtings, curtain cloths, hammock cloths, awning cloths, napkins, crochet quilts, diapers, 

sheets, and rayons (The Story of the Bates Manufacturing Company) 

• admired item that they produced was bedspreads 

• products were outstanding as catalogue puts it: “Today’s Bates customer may choose 

from a galaxy of colorful prints and woven Jacquard patterns—each a masterpiece of 

imaginative design and meticulous craftsmanship” (Bates Manufacturing Company 1970 

Catalogue) 

• Bates Mill #1 designed by David Whitman and Bates Mill #5, built in 1914, was 

designed by Albert Kahn (Christopher W. Closs) 

• employed 1,865 workers, with 1,039 workers being female (Brucher) 

• located on Canal Street 

The Hill Mill  
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• built c. 1854 and began production in 1854 and 1864 (Hodgkin 2008) 

• comprised of two huge mill buildings that annually consumed 2,400,000 pounds of cotton 

using 53,976 spindles and 1,238 looms, which ended up with the production of 8,700,000 

yards of fine cotton goods per year (Brucher) 

• cotton goods included sheetings, sheet cloth, shirtings, and twills 

• developed under  trademark label “semper idem” meaning always the same (The Story of 

the Bates Manufacturing Company) 

• designed by David Whitman (Christopher W. Closs)  

• employed around 500 women and 200 men  

• located on Chestnut Street (Brucher) 

The Androscoggin Mills 

• built c. 1861, 1867, and 1872  

• officially opened in 1861 (Hodgkin 2008)  

• huge complex of mill buildings that ran 61,192 spindles and 1,455 looms per year, which 

ended up with the production of 10,400,000 yards of jeans, twills, sheetings, fine goods, 

duck, shirtings, seersuckers, and seamless bags (Brucher) 

• owned by the Arkwright Company 

• Captain Albert H. Kelsey built first mill and it took him less than one year (Christopher 

W. Closs 

• employed around 610 women and 350 men (Brucher)  

• located on Locust Street 

The Continental Mills  
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• built c. 1855-1858 

• annually consume 6,000,000 pounds of cotton using 75,000 spindles and 1,650 looms, 

which ended up with the production of 18,500,00 yards of sheetings 

• employed 900 women and 300 men (Brucher)  

• designed for Franklin Company by A.D. Lockwood, D. Whitman, and C. F. Douglas 

• located on Cedar Street (Christopher W. Closs) 

The Cowan Mill  

• built c. 1850 

• four-story brick building that was actually on original site of first cotton textile mill 

which was owned by John A. Briggs in 1836, which later burned down in 1850 

(Christopher W. Closs) 

• was  located on Mill Street until it was burnt down recently (Sargent)  

• manufactured woolen and cotton goods as well (Hodgkin 2008) 

 The W.S. Libbey Mill  

•  built c. 1846 

• manufactured cotton, wool, and rubber coated materials throughout the years 

(Christopher W. Closs) 

• produced Golden Fleece woolen blankets 

• two huge fires ruined almost all of original building 

•  owner of mill was legendary Winfield Scott Libbey (Sargent) 

• Was located on Mill Street (Christopher W. Closs) 
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The Lewiston Bleachery and Dye Works (also referred to as the Pepperell Mill) 

• built c. 1876 by the Franklin Company 

• owned by Pepperell Associates in 1920s 

• bleached and dyed certain textiles that came from the other various mills within 

community 

• gave finishing touches on textile products 

• located on Lisbon Street (Christopher W. Closs) 

Laborers during the Mill Industry 

At the beginning of Lewiston and Auburn’s industrialization in the mid-1800s, most textile mills 

workers were young “Yankee” girls (Young Anglo-Protestant women) from the surrounding communities 

(Brucher). Usually, their wages would be used for their families back at home, to help them pay for 

schooling, or even to accrue a dowry. These girls would work twelve to fourteen hour shifts, usually six 

days a week. Each girl would tend a couple looms (Leamon). These young Yankee girls were hired as 

mill employees during this time because of their small fingers was an asset when running the machinery 

in the mill, such as the looms. Young men were more frequent on the farms because of their capability for 

hard, physical labor (Brucher). 

By the 1850s, Irish immigrants started to settle in Lewiston. These immigrants were key to the 

mills success because they ended up doing a lot of the dirty work such as digging foundations for canals 

and mill buildings while not getting paid well.  While the Irish men were working outside building the 

infrastructure that is still here today, the Irish women were usually maids in Yankee families. In addition 

to the Irish immigrants, another greatly influential population of the mill workers were French Canadians 

(Leamon). Another section of our report will discuss the immigrants influence on the mills as well as 

cultural effects they left on the cities of Lewiston and Auburn. 

Walter Wyman and Samuel Insull after WWI: 1928-1945 
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The demise of the textile industry in Lewiston began after World War I. Fashion trends were 

changing and thus cotton manufacturing began to change as well. As new fabrics became popular, the 

mills needed to update much of their machinery to keep up with the changing times. Updating the 

machines came to be very costly for the mill enterprises in Lewiston and Auburn. In addition, new mills 

in the south came to be extreme competition for the mills in the northern country in that they drastically 

cut down the cost of transportation considering cotton was grown in the south. Also, the south had newer 

technology that could produce textiles easier and faster. The end of water power as the source to industry 

coupled with the Great Depression damaged Lewiston and Auburn significantly (Leamon). 

Walter S. Wyman and Samuel Insull were key to why all the mills did not shut down immediately at this 

time. Their companies, Central Maine Power Company and New England Public Service Company 

(NEPSCO), sold a significant amount of its power to Lewiston and its mills. They then purchased the 

Hill, the Androscoggin, and Bates Companies in 1928. Central Maine Power Company and NEPSCO put 

a lot of effort into revitalizing the mills that they had purchased. The two companies ended up putting the 

mills into another subsidiary called the New England Industries Company (NEICO) (Brucher). Wyman 

and his associates at his companies gave the funding for new looms that would help the Androscoggin 

Mill as well as gave the funding for the Bates Mill to explore new products in order to make their textiles 

more intricate. With his great vision for business, Walter Wyman kept open Lewiston’s three most 

important mills. 

Certain Maine mills were able to pull through during the times of the Great Depression of 1929 in 

the United States and the economic recession specific to Lewiston because of Walter Wyman and his 

pertinent business strategies. He did everything in his power to have them flourish until he could not 

anymore. With the help from Insull, he was able to get the capital he needed. The Central Maine Power 

Company had a large stake when the mills began slowly dying out considering they sold most of their 

energy to them. If and when the company lost the mills as customers was a concern of Wyman. He was 

also nervous that he and his company would start losing other customers as well such as other large cities 
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that they sold power to which also centered around the cotton textile manufacturing business. Without the 

mills, central Maine Power Company would lose a lot of its profit/income (Earley). 

End of Mills: Late 20th Century 

However Wyman could only do so much and after the 1950’s, mills began closing. The 

Androscoggin, the Continental, and the Hill Mills were changed to shoe manufacturing (Leamon). The 

Androscoggin closed in 1957, the Continental in 1961, the Hill in 1971, the Libbey in 1991, and the Bates 

in 2001 (Brucher). The Libbey Mill was demolished after a fire in 1999. Like the Libbey, the Cowan Mill 

was also demolished after a fire in 2009. 

The Bates Mill was the longest working mill considering it completely shut down in 2001. However these 

were not the best of times for the mill. Sadly, it was a slow death because employment had decreased 

from approximately 2,000 employees in 1970 to 55 employees when the city completely took over the 

mill’s property in 1992. However, the employee status had increased a little bit to 130 jobs, but that is 

unfortunately when the Bates Mill actually shut down completely (Brucher). 

Conclusion: The Mill/Canal Tour 

The mill/canal tour will focus on the history of the past industry in Lewiston, highlighting the 

construction of the mills and canals. The walking tour will begin at the head of the canal (Canal Street). 

The tour will continue down the street, following the canal. Participants will walk directly among and 

between the mills and canals, giving them a hands on feel for the subject. The first stop on the tour will be 

the Canal and Mills Trailhead Sign. This sign will introduce the trails’ narrative and introduces the canal 

system. The next sign is located at the first pedestrian crossing going over the canals. At this spot there 

will be a sign giving the biography of Benjamin Bates. Then the tour continues to the next pedestrian 

walkway. Here there will be a sign describing the how power was generated from the river and the canals. 

The tour then continues across the Bates Mill façade where the next sign will be located in front of. This 

sign highlights the Bates Mill Complex.  The next sign is located on the Chestnut Bridge crossing the 

canal. The location of the sign gives you a view of the canals and appropriately is where a sign on the 
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canals construction will be. The tour will continue down this sidewalk that follow Canal Street until you 

come to the pedestrian walkway across from the Hill Mill. This sign will inform the viewer about the Hill 

Mill Complex. The tour then continues down Canal Street and at some point along this route, there will 

be a sign dedicated to Captain Albert Kelsey. The exact location of the sign is TBD. We recommend it be 

put in the spot that looks over the canal system because he had a huge influence in the construction. The 

tour will then end towards the end of the canal system across from the Androscoggin and Pepperell Mills.  

D. Historical Analysis of Immigration to Lewiston and Auburn 1840s-1920s 

Introduction 

This section will focus on the influx of immigration that occurred in Lewiston’s early industrial 

history. This movement was sparked by the Irish in the early 1840s and continued on by thousands of 

French Canadian’s in the 1870s looking for economic stability. These movements of people, in particular 

the French Canadians, had huge impacts on Lewiston’s development as a city physically, politically and 

culturally. This section will look into all these aspects in chronological order, highlighting particular 

narratives that make Lewiston and Auburn’s immigration expereince unique.    

It is important to point out that this analysis is limited to our study area, “The Island,” the section 

of land bordered by the river and the canals. Meaning this analysis is by no means complete in terms of 

the historical scope of how immigration affected other areas of the city after 1920. This could be a topic 

for future groups to take further and examine more recent immigration as well as expand on our analysis. 

However “the Island” was the central area to Lewiston and Auburn’s industrial heritage and therefore 

essential to the cities early immigrant history, making this report an essential building block for any future 

examination of immigrant populations influencing the L.A area. The time restraint and study area also 

limits our focus to two immigrant populations, the Irish and pre-dominantly the French-Canadians, due to 

these populations role in Lewiston and Auburn’s industrial history and also “the Island” being the central 

employment and cultural hub for these populations. This is not to take away from other migrant groups 
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that had significant roles in the development of the ‘twin city’s’ political and cultural fabric, however 

these groups are not as well documented and do not concern our study area. 

This research aligns with our classe’s focus on the river because the migration of the Irish and 

French Canadian populations to Lewiston depended upon the exploitation of the Androscoggin River’s 

potential power. The river’s natural power not only altered Lewiston and Auburn’s economic history, but 

also influenced its cultural and ethnic makeup as a city.  

1840-1860: Early Industrialization leads to Early Immigration 

 The towns of Lewiston and Auburn had very simple agricultural beginnings. When Lewiston was 

incorporated as a town in 1800 its population was a total of 948 residents. (Historic Lewiston, 1976) It 

took another decade for this number to reach above 1000, and another 40 years for the town to double in 

size. (Historic Lewiston, 1976) However during the 1840’s there was a significant spike in Lewiston’s 

growth rate and this can be attributed to the early industry that began to form in the 1830s and 1840s. The 

first industry that developed along the Lewiston and Auburn banks of the Androscoggin River were 

mostly grist and saw mills, but early elements of the textile industry began to evolve as early as 1819. 

Micheal Little began a woolen Mill that became a very successful enterprise into the 1830’s. (Historic 

Lewiston, 1976) These early successes lead to capitalists like Benjamin Bates to invest heavily in 

harnessing the power of the Androscoggin to develop industry in Lewiston. The first step in harnessing 

this power was constructing a system of canals; coincidentally Lewiston needed a larger labor force.  

 Although not given as much attention as the later French Canadian immigration, the Irish 

immigration to Lewiston was very significant in Lewiston and Auburn’s transition from an agricultural 

community to a city. These immigrants provided a work force for these early industrial ventures and their 

experience acts as a microcosm of immigrant populations in LA during the 19th century.  This migration 

began in the early 1840s, but really took off in 1850 when, “labor contractor Patrick O’Donnell recruited 

400 Irishmen from Boston to build the dam and system of canals needed for industrial development.” 

(Cultural Mosaic, 1994) During the mid-19th century these immigrants migrated from Ireland due to 
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famine and ‘problems in the agricultural sector.’ (Cultural Mosaic, 23:1994) Although many of the Irish 

immigrants who ended up in Lewiston came from Boston, some also migrated directly from Ireland, 

landing in Northern Canada and Maine looking for work. (Cultural Mosaic, 23: 1994)  

The Irish immigrant population that came to LA in the mid-19th century was predominately male, 

catholic, poor and unskilled. According to 1850 census data, “75% of unskilled workers in Lewiston were 

Irish, and unskilled occupations represented 95 percent of employment available to Irish Males.” 

(Cultural Mosaic, 23: 1994) Their agricultural background and experience with manual labor made the 

Irish men prime candidates for canal, dam and railway construction. Many of the Irish remained after 

these projects taking up employment in other industries, including the mills. (Loyal but French, 8: 2008) 

The first labor force to work in the mills was ‘Yankee Girls,’ or native born farm women looking to make 

money to ‘further education, re-pay a debt, or establish a dowry.’ (Loyal but French, 8: 2008)  When 

these women went on strike in 1854 to reduce their work day to 11 hours the mill owners replaced them 

with the Irish. (Loyal but French, 8: 2008)  Lewiston offered these early migrants relative economic 

stability, and as the Irish men became more situated their families would follow and settle with them. As 

the Irish immigration increased the lack of housing became an issue. Many families resorted to squatting 

and building temporary dwellings on company or Lewiston owned land. (Cultural Mosaic, 23: 1994) 

These makeshift communities, referred to as ‘patches’ across the country, were crowded and unsanitary, 

resulting in the spread of disease. (Loyal but French, 24:2008) A cholera epidemic in 1854 killed 200 

Lewiston residents, the majority of them being Irish. (Cultural Mosaic, 23: 1994) Despite these conditions 

the Irish immigration aided in the growth of Lewiston and Auburn. Population data indicates that 

Lewiston’s populations went from 1,810 to 7,424 from 1840 to 1860. (Historic Lewiston, 54:1976) 

Meanwhile Auburns population was 2,840 by 1850. (Franco Americans in Lewiston, 12:1953)  

An important aspect of the Irish immigration was not only supplying Lewiston with a labor force, 

but also the religion that came with them, Catholicism. In contrast Native Lewiston and Auburn residents 

were predominately protestant, and the two religious factions did not always get along. The Irish Catholic 
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community built their first church in Lewiston along Lincoln Street in the early 1850’s. (Cultural Mosaic, 

23:1994) During this same time period the Know Nothing Party, who opposed immigration especially 

roman catholic, was gaining notoriety nationwide including the state of Maine. (Loyal but French, 1: 

2008) The party reached the height of its popularity in Maine in 1855 with twenty-seven thousand 

members. (Loyal but French, 9: 2008) This happened to be the same year that arsonists tried to burn down 

the Catholic Church built on Lincoln Street twice; the second time culminating in the entire structure 

being destroyed. (Loyal but French, 9: 2008)  An eye witness to the scene Robert Kelsey, or known as 

‘the man who built Lewiston,’ recalled how someone cut the hoses of the fire engine after it had arrived at 

the scene, and the city at this time was filled with bigotry and hate. (Loyal but French, 9: 2008) Although 

many people suspected the Know-Nothing Party to be behind the fires, it was never proven. However that 

same year, with Kelsey acting as a patron, the Irish Catholic community built St. Joseph’s Church on land 

they purchased from the Franklin Company, a major textile company in Lewiston. (Loyal but French, 11: 

2008) 

The Irish immigration highlights three important elements that will also be significant to the next 

migrant population to come to Lewiston and Auburn, the French Canadian’s. These elements are the 

essential role immigrants’ play in Lewiston’s industrial complex, the exporting of a people’s culture and 

its consequences, and how improved economic standing and political involvement is a means of 

empowering their community. Although the Irish had to deal with many challenges early on overtime 

their community was able to assimilate into Lewiston politics and culture. This can be attributed to their 

improved economic standing as the “Irish gradually rose into more semi-skilled factory work employment 

and into more skilled professions,” and by the 1880s they had significant political power. (Cultural 

Mosaic, 23:1994) However quite different from their French Canadian counter-parts was the speed in 

which the Irish were able to assimilate. This can be attested to the French Canadians physical migration 

experiences and the cultural differences between the two migrant groups.  

1860-1890: The French Canadian Immigration 
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 The French Canadians or the French most likely began arriving in Lewiston as early as the Irish, 

but it wasn’t until the late 1860’s that this migration of people actually began. During this decade 

Lewiston was rapidly building its industrial capacity; the dam was built, the canals were dug, and textile 

mills capacity and numbers were growing. Meanwhile the province of Quebec, was going through an 

economic recession. These two factors initially inspired the French Canadian emigration to New England 

mill cities, like Lewiston. The industrial development and the influx of immigration helped Lewiston 

evolve from an agricultural town into an industrial city. In 1861 Lewiston was officially incorporated as a 

city. (Fernette, 201:1985)  

During the mid-19th century Quebec was suffering from a number of agricultural issues that 

attributed to a “surplus rural population with few prospects for employment in other sectors.”(Fernette, 

202:1986) A market driven economy and declining lumber industries put many rural French Canadians 

out of work. (Fernette, 202:1986) As a result many began looking south toward New England Mill cities 

that were entrenched in the ongoing industrial revolution. In contrast Quebec cities at the same time ‘were 

not developing fast enough to absorb the surplus rural population’ in comparison to their American 

neighbors. (To Make a Living, 1:1994)  Therefore the French Canadians travelled to New England by 

cart, train and even foot in search of better economic opportunities. During this same time period 

Lewiston’s industrial complex was rapidly expanding. The Bates and Hill Mills were already in operation 

during the 1850’s and the 1860’s brought the construction and operation of the Bleachery, the 

Androscoggin Mills and the Continental Mills. (To Make a Living, 1:1994) Although there were many 

opportunities for industrial work in Lewiston, like the shoe factories, and lumber industry, it is said that 

“84% of the distribution of the Franco-American population in Maine in the first decade of this century 

can be explained by cotton textile employment.” (To Make a Living, 1:1994) If we look at our study area 

alone ‘the Island’ there are 5 major mills; the Bates, Hill, Androscoggin, Continental, and Libbey. This 

concentration of textile industry illustrates how it became the economic lifeline of the city and the main 

pull for French Canadian immigrants looking for work. In 1883 the Lewiston Mills were at their peak and 



62 

 

were able to employ over 6,000 people. (Loyal but French, 8:2008) Another source claimed the Mills to 

have employed 70% of Lewiston’s work force. (The Peoples, 9: 1975) 

The French Canadians came to Lewiston by the hundreds during the 1870s and 1880s, but the 

1860s displayed a much more gradual culmination of French immigrants to the city. This was partially 

due to Lewiston’s isolation as a city, which it had only officially become one in 1861. This isolation 

lasted until the coming of the rail roads. However before this mechanized transport was available 

immigrants had to find their by other means, mostly by horse or carriage, and some even by foot. Water 

power transport was out of the question for Lewiston due to the rough waters on the Androscoggin. The 

journey by cart could take up to three weeks, and often even longer if you were looking for work along 

the way. (To Make a Living, 1:1994) If an opportunity was found migrants were known to stay in one 

area for months or years until their employment was up; although many French Canadian immigrants 

came directly from Quebec, many also travelled from other New England Cities. (To Make a Living, 

1:1994)  And although there is no record of anyone migrating to Lewiston by foot, there is evidence this 

was done by French Canadian immigrants, including a New Auburn resident named Mathias Auger. (To 

Make a Living, 1:1994) Despite these other forms of transport they did not sustain a steady supply of 

immigration to Lewiston. The first recorded French Canadian resident of Lewiston was George Carignan 

in 1860. By the end of this decade only 720 of his fellow Canadians had joined him. (Fernette, 204:1985)  

However with the development of the rail road this was all about to change. 

The history of Railroad in Lewiston began as early as 1845. The arrival of railroads connected 

Lewiston with Portland ending Lewiston’s isolation and “ensuring that raw materials and finished goods 

could be transported in and out of the town.”(Douglas Hodgkin, 2:2010) However for focusing on 

immigration the rail road that had the most impact was the Grand Trunk Rail Road.  This railroad was a 

direct line from Montreal to Portland that passed through Danville junction, a town 5 miles from 

Lewiston. In 1873 a direct line from this junction was created giving Lewiston a direct line to Montreal; 

in consequence by 1880 the French ethnic population had increased to 4,475. (Douglas Hodgkin, 
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31:2010) The majority of these immigrants travelled on the GTR railroad whose depot in Lewiston ends 

in the center of ‘the Island’ along Lincoln Street. This depot is very central to our study area and is an 

important feature the immigrant study tour. Due to industrial growth, and railroad connections at the turn 

of century the French Immigrant population had reached 7,000-9,000 people. (Fernette, 204:1985)  

From 1870 the turn of the century Lewiston was recipient to a steady, but fluctuating, increase of 

French Canadian immigration. This new population and community needed places to settle and live. This 

would be the first step when getting off the train. The new migrants would step off the train find the 

nearest Parrish, visit the general store, and find housing; usually with the assistance from an extended 

family member. The first housing available to early immigrants were block houses built along Oxford, 

Canal and Park Street’s, but the growing ‘population quickly outstripped the supply.’ (Douglas Hodgkin, 

34:2010) As a result apartment blocks 4-5 stories in height were built along Lincoln Street. These 

apartments and the surrounding area became known as ‘Little Canada.’ (Douglas Hodgkin, 34:2010) This 

area was the center of French Canadian immigration, culture, religion, work and life. However by the turn 

of the century ‘Little Canada’ wasn’t large enough for the still growing French community and began to 

expand into New Auburn in 1902. (Courtney Burnap, 22:1953) The next section will discuss how this 

new ethnic population adjusted to their new life in a new city. 

 

1870s-1920s: French Canadian Culture; Keeping Identity and Assimilation  

  Yves Fernette, in his article Understanding the French Canadians of Lewiston, describes the 

French migration accurately,  

In essence the French-Canadian migration was a regional exodus, largely of family units, by 

traditionally transient populace. (They) crossed no ocean and completed the regional moves in a 

matter of one to two days. In the minds of the French Canadian migrants, the border barely 

existed, and the proximity of the mother country had far reaching effects on the evolution of the 

ethnic group. (Fernette, 202:1985) 
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Fernette’s description sets the scene and illustrates how this migration differs from other ethnic 

migrations to Lewiston. Aspects of the French Canadian culture like their movement as a family unit, 

their catholic roots and the connection to their home and native language resulted in a much more drawn 

out assimilation process.  This process caused the French to have a much deeper impact on Lewiston’s 

development as a city then other ethnic groups. Neighborhoods like ‘Little Canada,’ and landmarks like 

the Dominican building and St. Mary’s church are examples of how the French made lasting impressions 

in Lewiston’s history.  

 Very similar to the Irish the French came as poor Catholics, mostly coming from agrarian 

backgrounds. However unlike the Irish they came as familial units; “Unlike earlier migration in other 

New England Mill centers, which had been made up of single-men, the migration to Lewiston was 

composed mostly of families.”(Fernette, 204:2009) The term for this movement is “chain migration” 

where migrants begin a chain that their nuclear and extended families soon follow. (Loyal but French, 

16:2008) This chain migration helped small social networks form for immigrants arriving from Montreal. 

(To Make a Living, 3:1994) The family unit was very important to French Canadians and ‘devotion to the 

family unit was rigidly observed.’ (Franco American Origins, 15:1974) French families also married very 

young, resulting in very large nuclear families. It was common for families to have 10 offspring resulting 

in extremely high birthrates in the population (Thesis, 24:1953). These family values also extended to 

work in the mills. Family members would often try to get their extended family positions, and often all 

work in the same Mill. (To Make a Living, 3:1994) Devotion to the family even encouraged the practice 

of child labor because all members of the family were expected to contribute to the family’s wellbeing. 

(Loyal but French, 22:2008) While the children worked in the mills, the patriarch would often be an 

unskilled laborer, while the mother would run a boarding house or work in the mills as well. (Franco 

American Origins, 11:1974) There was even family pressure not to strike or unionize because no work 

meant no income for the family. (To Make a Living, 5:1994) This strong familial unit was an important 
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aspect of French Canadian identity which encouraged the development of a strong ethnic community 

within Lewiston and Auburn.  

 Another important aspect of the French Canadian community was Catholicism. Early French 

immigrants attended mass in the same parishes as the Irish. (Loyal but French, 17:2008) This early 

communal relationship did not last long between the two groups. As more and more French came they 

began to create their own parishes and build their own Churches. In 1872 the French community built the 

St. Pierre Church, along with a cemetery that opened in 1876, and a bi-lingual school that opened in 1878. 

(Loyal But French, 18:2008) The French no longer worshipped with the Irish, no longer were educated 

with them, and no longer were buried with them. This movement to ‘ethnic solidarity’ is attributed to the 

anti-Catholic hostilities the French Canadians experienced as they arrived in droves from the North 

(Loyal but French, 18:2008) As the French Canadian migration continued the Catholic Church grew in 

size as well as influence in shaping and supporting the growing French community. The church supported 

this community by providing cultural, educational, and social institutions for the French population. 

One of the buildings central to the French Canadian community was the Dominican Building, or 

known to natives as the ‘French Town Hall.’ The building was built in 1883 under the Dominican 

Reverend Louis Alexandre Mothon; it’s function was too provide a place where French Canadian children 

could ‘obtain a religious as well as secular instruction, in French as well in English.’ ( Charlotte Michaud, 

40:1974) It could school up to 650 kids, but it also functioned as a community center of sorts, where one 

could attend mass, a theatrical production, or meet with community social groups. ( Charlotte Michaud, 

40:1974) The Dominican building serves as an example of an early parochial school that the Catholic 

Church was responsible for in Lewiston. This building has a different function today but still exists on the 

corner of Chestnut and Lincoln Streets. This is how many immigrants received their schooling if they 

went to school at all. Illiteracy rates were very high in the early immigrant populations of French 

Canadians and Irish. (Loyal but French, 23:2008) The Church was also responsible for forming charitable 

social institutions as well as organizing community festivals.  In 1872 the Saint-Jean-Baptist society 
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formed; their goal was to help unify the French Canadian community by assisting with social aid in rough 

times. (Loyal but French, 18:2008) In 1875 the first public celebration of Saint Jean Baptist Day was 

held. This event was organized by another charitable organization the I’Insitui Jaques Caritier, “who 

became an important group in promoting ethnic cohesion and social assistance.” (Loyal but French, 

18:2008) As illustrated by these examples the Catholic Church played a major role in the ‘cohesion’ of 

the French Canadian community. It promoted ‘ethnic solidarity’ by providing education, social networks, 

community events and charitable societies to protect the early French community growing in Lewiston. 

As the French Canadian community became more established there was a movement, headed by the 

Church again, to assimilate more into American society.  The culmination of the Churches influence came 

in the beginning of construction on a beautiful Gothic Cathedral in 1907, St. Mary’s Church. ( Charlotte 

Michaud, 41:1974) Today this building still serves the community as the Franco-American Heritage 

Center.     

One of the unique components of the French Canadian population in comparison to the Irish 

immigrants was the language barrier. The majority of early settlers were not bi-lingual relying on their 

children to translate for them. (To Make a Living, 2:1994) This language barrier was another reason why 

the French community became so close knit and remained somewhat isolated from the rest of Lewiston. 

This ethnic community isolated themselves by living in the same area, attending the same churches and 

going to the same schools, as discussed earlier. The French even developed their own newspaper called 

Le Messager. (French Canadian Heritage in NE, 81: 1986) This paper was first printed in 1880 and not 

surprisingly was printed in French. The paper first served to inform the French Canadian community, but 

also served as political paper in ‘staunch support of the democratic party.’(French Canadian Heritage in 

NE, 82: 1986) As the French community became more established in Lewiston’s physical landscape as a 

permanent community there was an increased desire for French Canadians to become involved in local 

politics. (Loyal but French, 32:2008) In order to do this though there was a need for French to become 

naturalized citizens as well as become bi-lingual in order to advance themselves in Lewiston’s political 
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hierarchy. (Loyal but French, 32:2008) At the turn of the century the French community’s role as a 

political power significantly increased. In consequence the community no longer remained isolated, but 

became a target of increased social and ethnic tensions. The role the Church and Le Messager took in the 

French Communities rise to politics must be examined more closely to understand the transformation of 

French-Canadians to Franco-Americans. As a group we decided, due to our time constraints and our focus 

on industrial history, that this could be a topic a future group could expand on.   

As the early history of the French Canadian immigration is charted one will notice their simple 

beginnings as poor family units looking for new economic opportunities. Many families found these 

opportunities in Lewiston and Auburn and decided to make these places their permanent homes. As more 

and more French Canadians arrived this ethnic community organized and helped each other survive 

through rough economic beginnings and a religiously hostile city. However these factors only made the 

community come together closer forming close knit social networks with very strong French culture and 

identity. This community’s strength and identity developed in consequence of the increasing amount of 

French immigrants arriving due to the Grand Trunk Railroad Depot. As this community became more 

established at the turn of the century it made efforts to become politically more active. However by 1910 

the immigration movement had lessened to a point that ‘population increases were due more to birth rate 

than actual migration.’ (Thesis, 18: 1938) This can be attributed to improved economic position of 

Canada, but also the very beginning of the demise of the Mills in Lewiston; either way the ‘regional 

exodus’ of French Canadians to Lewiston and Auburn had significantly slowed down.     

Conclusion: Discussion and Narrative of Immigration Tour  

 The Immigration tour provides a narrative of an immigrant’s journey and experience when 

arriving in Lewiston and Auburn. This tour will focus on the French Canadian immigration experience 

due to its importance to the ‘twin cities’ development and the movement’s connection to our study area, 

‘the island.’ Meanwhile the Irish immigration story will be included on the Canal/Mill Tour because of 

these migrants connection to the construction of the canals and mills.  
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 Therefore the tour that we designed is the The Immigrant’s Journey. This tour will begin across 

the railroad trestle, now a walking bridge, on the Auburn side, in Bonney Park. Here there will be an 

informational trailhead outlining the importance of immigration to Lewiston and Auburn’s early industrial 

history. From here the sign will shift focus to the French Canadian immigration and set the scene, 

pointing out why they left Canada and why they came to Lewiston and how many came. By answering 

these questions the visitor will have an adequate introduction in understanding how immigration played 

an important role in the ‘Twin Cities’ growth. The rest of the tour will go into more detail highlighting 

important aspects of the immigrant’s journey.  

 An important aspect of this tour is that it will be follow the same path that many French Canadian 

immigrants took into the city, the Lewiston and Auburn Rail Line. This will enhance the visitors 

experience by walking the same steps and seeing the same images that the French Canadians saw when 

they first came to the ‘Twin cities.’ From the trailhead the tour will continue down the path, crossing the 

trestle bridge. The next sign will be posted immediately after the bridge right in front of the original rail-

lines still sticking out of the ground at Railway Park. This sign would highlight the role trains had in not 

only bringing in the French Canadian migrants, but also its essential role to Lewiston’s textile industry. 

The tour would then continue past the future home of Museum LA to the Grand Trunk Rail Station, 

where a small informational sign in front of the building would be located. By the time this trail is made 

this building will have transformed into a restaurant, but the exterior of the building will remain the same. 

At this station French Canadian immigrants would step off the train to meet relatives or look for new 

place to live. It is well documented that the first stop many immigrants made was the Dominican building, 

the “French Town Hall” and get assistance in finding a place to live. Therefore a sign detailing the role 

this building had in the immigrant community will be appropriate. After this sign the tour would continue 

down the street toward “little Canada” where many of the French Canadians settled. Also right by ‘little 

Canada’ is the Franco-American Heritage center. Both these places deserve signs because of they convey 

the lasting impressions of the French-Canadian culture and immigrant community. However due to 



69 

 

dangerous road conditions in the area, it is hard to determine where these signs might go. The sign for the 

Heritage Center will suggest visiting and going inside to visit the French-Canadian cultural exhibit they 

have on display. This will be a nice add on to the tour and will give visitors a closer look into French 

Canadian culture. Also it supports and involves another local community group that should have a say in 

this tour’s design and content before final planning. A future group with more time needs to find more 

ways to include more community organizations and the greater public in implementing and designing 

these historic tours/signs.   

 The tour will then bring the visitors back to Museum LA. Along this road they will pass the 

continental Mills and examples of the block houses that were made to house mill workers. We have yet to 

decide whether these buildings should be pointed out on the Immigration tour or on the Mill/Canal tour. 

As of now the Immigrant’s Journey Tour ends at the Franco-American Heritage center. This fits nicely 

into the narrative because it illustrates the lasting French cultural influence in the area and how it still has 

a role in the community today. In overlooking this tour it has three main stages; first the immigrant’s 

arrival, then the immigrants transition into Lewiston, and then ending with lasting elements of the 

communities culture in the cities current landscape. This tour successfully brings the visitor through each 

of these stages and highlights important aspects of the French Canadian community. By doing so the 

visitor will have gotten and informative and educated look into Lewiston and Auburn’s unique 

immigration experience. The beginning sections outline and illustrate examples of each sign that will 

possibly be on this tour. How each sign will look and what text is deemed appropriate will have to 

eventually be done by our community partners and future groups. This section suggests how this tour may 

look and an interesting narrative it can convey.   

 
 
V. Conclusion   

In conclusion, we have completed research, three walking tours, and interpretative signage for 

those tours. We now leave our project to the next group of ENVR 417 students, who hopefully can use 
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this final write up as a guide for how to continue forward with the project. We have several ideas for how 

students could build on our work.  

The first is to keep following through with the process of physically creating the signs. Because of time 

and money constraints, we were only able to create the content and design of the signs, but could not 

actually have the signs created and installed. There is also room for future groups to add to the signage 

that we have created, and they may even choose to change or add to our walking tour routes if they see fit. 

Throughout the project we have also discussed adding an audio component to the tour, so that participants 

could follow along on a more comprehensive narrative. Museum LA suggested that we look into some 

sort of cell-phone tour or app, and we liked the idea but found it was outside the scope of our semester 

and might exclude people without smartphones. We also thought it would be excellent to incorporate the 

rich set of oral histories that Museum LA owns; they could somehow be worked into an audio tour.  

Currently Museum LA is planning to move to a more central location on the banks of the 

Androscoggin, which we think will be extremely beneficial to our project’s future. We picture the new 

location as a central part of our walking tours, possibly a place where there would be a main kiosk and a 

point from where guided walking tours could leave. Another development that we feel will be important 

to the future of our project is the current Riverfront Masterplan, which is now under way. The outcome of 

this project will have a significant impact on the future of our project.  

    Overall there is significant room for future projects to expand on the base we have created here, in 

whatever direction they choose. We are particularly hopeful moving forward with the future move of 

Museum LA and the development of the Riverfront Masterplan in mind.  
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Image Directory: Copyright Status 

 

River Ecology and Prehistory 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sturgeon2.jpg 

This image or recording is the work of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employee, taken or made during 

the course of an employee's official duties. As a work of the U.S. federal government, the image is in the 

public domain. For more information, see the Fish and Wildlife Service copyright policy. 

_________________________________ 

 

  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/87/Blanklax%2C_Iduns_kokbok.jpg 

This image (or other media file) is in the public domain because its copyright has expired. 

This applies to Australia, the European Union and those countries with a copyright term of life of the 

author plus 70 years. 

  You must also include a United States public domain tag to indicate why this work is in the public 

domain in the United States. 

___________________________________ 
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Shad_%28Clupea_Sapidissima%29.jpg 

This work is in the public domain in the United States because it was published (or registered with the 

U.S. Copyright Office) before January 1, 1923. 

___________________________________ 

 

http://www.myfishingnetwork.com/trout-species/ 

Not cited at the above URL, but appears to come from the Kraft et. al. work (see below). 

 

http://fish.dnr.cornell.edu/nyfish/Clupeidae/alewife.html 
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The original artwork for most images on this web site was prepared by Ellen Edmonson and Hugh Chrisp 

as part of the 1927-1940 New York Biological Survey conducted by the Conservation Department (the 

predecessor to today's New York State Department of Environmental Conservation). Permission for use 

of these images can be requested from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

by filling out a form available on the agency usage and policies web page 

___________________________________ 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6b/American_Beaver.jpg 

 

This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic license.  

  

You are free: 

● to share – to copy, distribute and transmit the work 

● to remix – to adapt the work 

Under the following conditions: 

● attribution – You must attribute the work in the manner specified by the author or licensor 

(but not in any way that suggests that they endorse you or your use of the work). 

● share alike – If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute the resulting 

work only under the same or similar license to this one. 
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This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.  

Attribution: Attribution is to be given to Dmitry Azovtsev. When using on the Web, a link to 

http://www.daphoto.info is appreciated. 

 

You are free: 

● to share – to copy, distribute and transmit the work 

● to remix – to adapt the work 

Under the following conditions: 

● attribution – You must attribute the work in the manner specified by the author or licensor 

(but not in any way that suggests that they endorse you or your use of the work). 

● share alike – If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute the resulting 

work only under the same or similar license to this one. 
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Screenshot by me, Tommy Flynn, of 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin from the iOS app “Molecules” 

___________________________________ 

 

Part of original mural by Dean Cornwell.  See letter below for details. 
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See letter below for details. 

 

See letter below for details: 
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Date:  Mon, 12 Dec 2011 14:53:01 -0500 [12/12/2011 02:53:01 PM EST] 

From:  Nancy <nancy@nedoba.org> 

To:  Tommy Flynn <tflynn@bates.edu> 

Reply-To:  nancy@nedoba.org 

Subject:  Re: Request! - Interpretive Signage in L-A 

Thank you for writing and for your kind words about my book. 

 

Yes, you may use the maps for the purpose you stated including the website and possible future use by 

the cities as long as Ne-Do-Ba is properly credited as the copyright holder. I would like to see our 

website address posted with the maps [ www.nedoba.org ].  I am attaching digital copies for your use. 

 

I can not give permission to use the mural because I do not own it. I and the Androscoggin Historical 

Society did a great deal of research trying to determine if there was a copyright and who owned that 

copyright. We determined there probably is a copyright but was unable to document who owned the 

copyright (the artist or the bank that commissioned the artist). A great deal of this artist's work is found 

online and in published books with no copyright notice. I found nothing to suggest the heirs are 

interested in maintaining control of the copyright (no law suits pending, etc.). We decided that since 

ours was a nonprofit use, we would go ahead and use it for the cover and probably be safe. 

 

You will have make up your own mind about using it or not. 

 

We did get written permission from the people that owned the building to photograph the mural and 

use it. I don't know if the building is still owned by the same people. A credit union currently occupies 

the building which is on the corner of Ash & Park in Lewiston. 

 

Good luck to you and please let me know the web address of the web page being created by the 

students. 

 

Nancy Lecompte 
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Research Director for Ne-Do-Ba  

 

This was in response to my email: 

 

Dear Ms. Lecompte, 

 

 My name is Tommy Flynn and I'm a Bates student researching Lewiston-Auburn Prehistory for a 

capstone seminar in environmental studies.  My group and I have been researching and gathering 

content for interpretive historical signage for the downtown Lewiston-Auburn area, and my area of 

focus is the indigenous presence in the area.  

 I have found your book "Alnôbak" to be not only extremely helpful, but also one of the only 

scholarly works that focuses on the L-A area.  We are creating mock-ups of potential signs, and I have 

found your images to be the most worthy of public display.  I know that nedoba.org's copyright says 

"permission granted for nonprofit educational use", but just wanted to clarify this with you before I 

include them in my signs.  

 Down the road, these might actually be installed at locations around downtown L-A, or at least 

displayed on an "Androscoggin Portal" website that my classmates are creating.  In particular, I'm 

interested in using your map of Amitgonpontook, the map of the L-A area circa 1690, and the Dean 

Cornwell mural from the dust jacket.  Please let me know if this would be acceptable, as this would be a 

wonderful opportunity for your research to reach an even wider audience.  

 We are presenting our signs to the community on Thursday, December 15th at 7 P.M. in the 

Muskie Archives here at Bates, and you are completely welcome to attend.  Thanks for your 

consideration, and let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely,   

~Tommy Flynn ‘12 

___________________________________ 
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Maine State Museum Collection.  Bourque, Bruce J. Twelve Thousand Years : American Indians in Maine. 

Eds. Steven L. Cox and Ruth Holmes Whitehead. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2001. Print.  

Bruce is a professor of archaeology here at Bates.  I got his verbal permission to use this image on 

12/12/11. 

 

Maine State Museum Collection.  Bourque, Bruce J. Twelve Thousand Years : American Indians in Maine. 

Eds. Steven L. Cox and Ruth Holmes Whitehead. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2001. Print.  

Bruce is a professor of archaeology here at Bates.  I got his verbal permission to use this image on 

12/12/11. 

___________________________________ 
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 © Richard D. Kelley, 2000.  Bourque, Bruce J. Twelve Thousand Years : American Indians in Maine. Eds. 

Steven L. Cox and Ruth Holmes Whitehead. Lincoln: University 

PERMISSION NEEDED FROM RICHARD D. KELLEY, 2000. 

___________________________________ 

 

http://www.mainememory.net/artifact/6242/ 

©2000-2011 Maine Historical Society, All Rights Reserved. 

The Maine Memory Network is a project of the Maine Historical Society. 
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Except for classroom educational use, images and content may not be reproduced without permission. 

PERMISSION NEEDED FROM MAINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

The Canals 

“HARNESSING THE POWER OF THE ANDROSCOGGIN” SIGN 

 

Image can be found at: 

http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/dgkeysearchdetail.cfm?strucID=646493&imageID=G89F214_01

3F#_seemore 

Image details:  

Image Title:  Lewiston Canal from Androscoggin Mill. 

Alternate Title: State of Maine, Lewiston and Auburn. 8. 

Medium: Albumen prints 

Specific Material Type: Photographs 

Item/Page/Plate: 13 

Source: Robert N. Dennis collection of stereoscopic views. / United States. / States / Maine. / 

Stereoscopic views of Lewiston, Maine. 

Source Description: Approx. 72,000 stereoscopic views : 10 x 18 cm. or smaller. 

Location: Stephen A. Schwarzman Building / Photography Collection, Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division 

of Art, Prints and Photographs 

Catalog Call Number: MFY Dennis Coll 89-F214 

Digital ID: G89F214_013F 
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Record ID: 646493 

Digital Item Published: 7-18-2005; updated 6-22-2011  

 

Image link: http://nostalgia.esmartkid.com/antiquecardsME.html 

Image details: No copyright information provided.  

Caption: “ "Lewiston Falls, Androscoggin River. Greetings from Maine". Color printed postcard, UB. 

Published by Chisholm Bros., Portland, Me. Number 11. Unused. Probably circa 1906.” 
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Image link: 

http://www.bowdoin.edu/faculty/s/smcmahon/courses/hist247/readingguide/industrialization.shtml 

Image details: No copyright information provided.  

 

“THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE CANALS” SIGN 

 

Image link: http://learn.bowdoin.edu/apps/es/drupal/node/448 

Image details: No copyright information provided.  

 

 

Image link: http://www.mainememory.net/artifact/6536/enlarge 

Image details: © Androscoggin Historical Society; www.mainememory.net/item/6536 
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Image link: http://www.mainememory.net/artifact/7163 

Image details: © Androscoggin Historical Society; www.mainememory.net/item/7163 

 

“REMEMBERING THE CANALS” SIGN 

 

Image link: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Birds-

eye_View_of_Mills_%26_Canal,_Lewiston,_ME.jpg 
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Image details: This media file is in the public domain in the United States. This applies to U.S. works 

where the copyright has expired, often because its first publication occurred prior to January 1, 1923. See 

this page for further explanation 

 

 

Image link: http://www.cinemablend.com/new/Harry-Houdini-And-Arthur-Conan-Doyle-Solve-Crime-

23086.html 

Image details: No copyright information provided.  

 

 

Image citation: Hill, Axon. "Androscoggin River Made Lewiston Textile Mills Possible." LewistonJournal 

Magazine Section 1 Nov. 1969. Print. 
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Image details: No copyright information provided.  

 

Image link: http://www.mainememory.net/artifact/9472 

Image details: © Androscoggin Historical Society; www.mainememory.net/image/9472 

 

CANALS AND MILLS TRAILHEAD SIGN 

 

Image citation: Rand, John A. The Peoples Lewiston-Auburn Maine, 1875-1975. Freeport, Me.: Bond 

Wheelwright, 1975. Print. 

Image details: © 1975 by the People’s Savings Bank, All rights reserved, Except for purposes of 

review, no part of this book may be reproduced without permission from the author and 

publishers.  
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Image link: http://www.mainememory.net/artifact/9667/enlarge 

Image details: © Androscoggin Historical Society; www.mainememory.net/image/9667 

 

 

 

Image link: http://www.mainememory.net/artifact/7180 



93 

 

Image details: © Androscoggin Historical Society; www.mainememory.net/item/7180 

Immigration Image and Citation Directory 

 

 

Source:/www.mainememory.net/artifact/6860 

• Title: Funeral service, St. Mary's Church, Lewiston 

• Creation Date: circa 1940 

• Subject Date: circa 1940 

• Town: Lewiston 

• County: Androscoggin 

• State: ME 

• Media: Photograph 

• Dimensions (cm): 22 x 29 

• Object Type: Image 

For more information about this item, contact: 

Franco-American Heritage Center at St. Mary's 

P.O. Box 1627, Lewiston, ME 04240 

(207) 784-9586 

 

 



94 

 

  

Source: http://www.mainememory.net/artifact/18384/enlarge 

• Title: Dominican Block, Lewiston, ca. 1883 

• Creation Date: circa 1883 

• Subject Date: circa 1883 

• Town: Lewiston 

• County: Androscoggin 

• State: ME 

• Media: Printed photograph 

• Dimensions (cm): 29 x 23 

• Object Type: Image 

For more information about this item, contact: 

Franco-American Collection 

USM, 51 Westminster Street, Lewiston, ME 04240 
(207) 753-6545 
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Source: http://www.sunjournal.com/approved/story/1084871 

- copyright second street media solutions, inc. all rights reserved. 

 

 

Source: http://www.sullboat.com/lewiston_m.jpg 

Copyright Reserve Status: Uncertain 

 

Source: Lewiston and Auburn R.R., Douglas Hodgkin’s) 

Copy Rights Reseve: 2010 Lewiston and Auburn Rail Road Company 
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Source: The French Canadian heritage in NE, Gerard Brault 
Copyright Status: 1986 University Press of New England 
 

 

 

Source: “Lewiston Memories,” Douglas Hodgkin: 1994 

Copy Right Status: 1994 Jostens Printing and Publishing 
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Source: http://platzassociates.com/projects/cultural-design-2/the-franco-american-heritage-
center/ 

Copyright Status: Copyright © 2011 Platz Associates. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Source: 
http://www.sullboat.com/lewiston_built1873passengerserviceended1956closed1971m.jpg 

Copyright Status: Uncertain 
 

 

 

 

 


